BETWEEN OURSELVES
THE COVER

The picture on the Cover is that of the interior of the
Hall of Ambassadors in the Alcazar (Ar. al-Qasr—Palace)
at Seville, Spain.

The oldest part of the Alcazar of Seville was built by a
Toledan architect for the Muwahhid Governor in the early
part of the thirteenth century C.E. It was restored in the
Muslim style by Mudejar workmen for King Peter the Cruel
in 1353 C.E. The Alcazar of Seville is the most renowned
Alcazar (Palace) the Moors built in Spain and is the only
one surviving.

The picture gives an idea of the profuse and graceful
decorations of the superb remains of the Alcazar.
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THE COVER

The picture on the cover is that of the celebrated
Shrine of Imam °‘Ali al-Riza, at Mashhad, Iran, who died
in 818 C.E. in the reign of the Abbasid Caliph al-Mamun.
This mausoleum has become the resort of Shi‘ah pilgrims
from all over the world. Imam °“Ali al-Riza is the only
Shi‘ah Imam to be buried in Iran.

The Golden Dome (seen in the foreground) above the
tomb room, which is 34 feet square, rises to a height of
82 feet. At the command of the Emperor of Iran, Nasirc
al-Din Shah, the interior of the Dome was decorated with
excellent mirror work and the walls are ornamented with
broad panels of valuable tiles on which verses from the
Qur'an and the Traditions are inscribed.
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THE COVER
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The picture on the cover is taken from a painting by
a Turkish artist, Mr. Munif Fahim. It depicts Sultan
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Muhammad the Conqueror entering Topkapi, Con-
stantinople, on the 29th May 1453 C.E.

On the unfurled flag can be read the Kalima in
Arabic, i.e, “ There is but One God:; Muhammad is His
Messenger ', and also a verse in Arabic from the Qur'an,
“Verily We have given you a clear victory ”.
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