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The Promised Messiah Speaks

MIRACULOUS CHARACTER OF THE HOLY QUR’AN

by Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad
Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam

Such are the teachings of the Holy Quran. They lead men to perfection both in
knowledge and practice. These teachings are indeed so advanced that none of the previous |
Divine Books were deemed fit to propose or propound anything like them. They amount, in
fact, to miracle of wisdom and achievement on the part of the Holy Prophet. They make the
Holy Qur’an a standing miracle for all times in the eyes of the world. The miracles of the
previous prophets are all dead and gone, but this miracle of the Holy Qur’an will stand till the
last day. Such claims on behalf of the Holy Qur’an are not mere figments of our imagination
lacking a basis in actual facts. There is the most irrefutable evidence in their support and the
most convincing and compelling arguments substantiating their truth. Its miraculous wisdom
is evident from the fact that it contains all the principles and teachings, all the facts and
arguments required by man for his search after God. Its teachings are perfect. It furnishes all
the arguments necessary for the establishment of truth and the refutation of falsehood. In the
manner and method of its exposition of the higher spiritual truths it leaves nothing to be
desired. And withal it sets forth all these teachings and commands and prohibitions in a way
which is at once most eloquent and sweet and charming. This is an achievement which is
certainly beyond the power of man. Next, as for its miracle of achievement, as much as of
wisdom, the fact is equally plain and obvious and admits of no denial or doubt. The Holy
Qur'an has indeed surprised many of the most intelligent thinkers by the wonderful effect and
unique change it has wrought in the lives of its followers, by the extraordinary illumination it
has caused in their minds, by the complete eradication it has effected of long-established evil
customs. It scaled the walls of crooked and perverted natures and made its way into the secret
chamber of the heart of the hard-hearted. It crossed the deep and wide moats of carnal lives
and reached to those who lived behind those barriers. For it, through God’s intervention, the
most difficult works were made easy, distances were obliterated, narrow, selfish minds were
broadened and enlarged and every obstacle was removed, till at last truth was made manifest
and its devotees gradually came to receive clear revelations and visions and the seed of
perennial miracles was sown in their hearts. That is why when questioned about miracles, we
have no need to refer to bygone ages for instances of them, but even from our own place can
show to the sceptic ever-fresh examples of such miracles.

continued on page 2
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EDITORIAL
Why Keep the Truth From People

That fateful decision of the National Assembly of
Pakistan in 1974 whereby ‘Ahmadis’ were declared a ‘non-
Muslim minority for the purposes of the Law and
Constitution in Pakistan’ was taken in such a manner that
non-member participants in the debate were bound by an
oath of secrecy. In view of the lack of freedom of expression at
all times in Pakistan irrespective of the fact whether a
government elected by the people or a military regime was in
power; and given the fact that major daily news papers bothin
Urdu and English, the radio and television - the major medias
of information belonged to the government of Pakistan in
1974 and have since continued to be so belonged, this secrecy
necessarily leads one to conclude that the said decision was
based on political expediency and convenience of the
government in power at that time rather than being based on
any sound grounds of religious belief.

As is evident from the white-paper issued by the present
government of Pakistan on the black deeds of its predecessor
government, neither the then Prime Minister nor a majority
of the members of the said National Assembly were practicing
Muslims. Religion did not mean any business in their
personal lives while in their public lives - professing to be
Muslims was nothing more than a political necessity and they
too like other politicians and political parties paraded Islam
as a vehicle to power or just a political slogan. If the said white
paper carrys any worth then these honorable members of the
National Assembly were guilty of such black deeds which to
use the words of Allama Igbal “will put the Jews to shame” -
what worth may be put on a decision in the field of religion by
such a “cotary of irreligious socialists,” should be evident to
any one possessed of sound judicious mind.

In the case of Ahmadis, the public platform, the press, the
radio and the television - all forms of government controlled
media - were ruthlessly used to generate and fan hatred
against them. All sorts of slanders and lies were heaped on the
founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam. Means were
devised to thrust this most ugly decision in the fourteen
hundred years of the history of Islam down the throat of
Ahmadis by conditioning the extension of the benefits of
Pakistani nationality to them only on signing a government
imposed declaration of their beliefs. Probably no other

continued on page 2
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EDITORIAL
cont.

instance in the history of mankind can
be found where a government took
upon itself the task of declaring the
belief or religion of its citizens other
than the one actually professed by them.

Whatever Ahmadis said in their
defence in the National Assembly was
not allowed to be heard by the people of
Pakistan. One may ask as to what
security interests of the country or the
nation would be jeopardized by
allowing the people of Pakistan to hear
the Ahmadiyya side of the case? We
have previously requested through
these columns a debate on Radio
Pakistan and Pakistan Television
between the Nominees of the
Ahmadiyya Groups and non-Ahmedi
Muslim groups regarding the beliefs
and claims of the Founder of the
Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam such as
‘Death of Jesus Christ, Finality of
Prophethood, Doctrine of Jehad in
Islam, Apostacy and its Punishment in
Islam, Abrogation of the Verses of the
Holy Qur’an, etc. etc. whereon
differences of view point exist between
the two.

It is most unfortunate that ever since
1974 conditions of charged atmosphere
against Ahmadis in Pakistan have been
kept live by certain political quarters
which necessitate the bringing the other
side of the coin to the knowledge and
information of the people of Pakistan,
hence the request for the debate. In case
political expediency does not permit the
holding of requested debate, then we
probably in all fairness would be
justified in asking for extension of the
rights of freedom of practicing and
preaching ones religion as allowed in
Islam to other religious minorities free
of all or any coercive or charged
atmosphere. Most important of all, we
demand that the government of
Pakistan allows the Ahmadis at least
two hours time, once a year on the
occasion of the Founder’s Day, on the
Radio Pakistan and television of
Pakistan as is allowed to other
Religious minorities in Pakistan such as
Hindus, Christians, Budhhists, Parsees,
etc. etc. We hope this modest demand of
ours - for putting us at par with other
religious minorities in Pakistan will not
be denied us - and we are not asking for
much, just two hours in a year.

Masud Akhtar
2 The Islamic Review ® MAY

The Promised Messiah
Speaks
cont.

On the other hand, there is with our
adversaries nothing but legends of the
past. Such legends can never prove the
truth of any religion. The truth of a
religion can be known only by the light
of signs which never cease, nor ever get
stale. Thus the miracle of the Holy
Qur’an is like a tree with two branches,
both of which are of great majesty.
These diffuse their fragrance all round
and crowds of people are gathered to
bear testimony to their worth, just as
they gather round the Holy Temple at
Makka during the days of the
pilgrimage. Imagine for a moment what
an amount of pain the greatest
philosopher will have to undergo in
order to cure the perversion of a foolish
or ignorant mind or to change the habits
of a vicious life. The work will well nigh
prove impossible for him. Try, then, to
realize the greatness of the man, who in
a few years reformed thousands of men
and turned them from vice to virtue,
eradicated their disbelief, adorned them
with the qualities of truthfulness and
probity, till the light of piety illuminated
their hearts and the love of God was
made manifest in their faces and they
were fired with the zeal for the service of
their faith and traversed the earth from
east to west and from north to south
inviting men to Islam and the religion of
Muhammad. Their minds were
enlightened with Divine knowledge and
their intelligence was sharpened to
understand the Divine mysteries and
love of God and hatred of evil became a
part and parcel of their nature. Thus
gradually they came to reach the stage
of the upright and the blessed after they
had once been sunk in the grossest
idolatry. In the service of Islam they
spared themselves no pains until they
carried it to the farthest corners of the
then-known world, of Persia, China,
the Roman Empire and Syria. In short,
they reached all those lands where
idolatry had spread its sway and
paganism had established its power.
They did not falter in the presence of
death and did not yield even by an inch
when threatened by the sword of the
tyrant. They were staunch in battle and
rushed to meet death for the sake of
God. They were a people who never fled
before an enemy. They carried their
victories to the remotest ends of human
habitation. Their genius was put to test

and their fitness to rule was brought to
the proof. In every field of human
enterprise they came out victorious and
they proved themselves masters in all
departments of knowledge and
achievements. This fact alone amounts
to a miracle on the part of the Holy
Prophet and a clear proof of the truth of
Islam. If, however, our opponents
should still feel inclined to doubt the
truth of our statement, they may well try
to point out one single instance from
among the followers of Moses and Jesus
or other prophets, who achieved
anything like that achieved by the
companions of the Holy Prophet. The
condition of those followers is an open
secret and the opinion expressed about
them by their respective leaders is a
matter of common knowledge. These
prophets, of course, could never have
uttered what was not a fact, for they
spoke from the promptings of the Holy
Ghost and were not like ordinary men
who speak under the influence of
temper.

An evidence of the truth of the Holy
Prophet

Another evidence of the truth of the
Holy Prophet is that he appeared just at
the time when his appearance was most
needed and he did not depart till he had
perfected all the details of the religion he
preached. As for his miracles, they are
indeed outstanding. Mention of many
of them will be found in the literature of
Islam and the reliable and well-known
oral traditions which have come down
to us. One important feature about his
miracles is that they are as much extant
today as in the past, which fact puts the
whole matter altogether beyond the
region of doubt and mistake. The never-
failing presence of these signs makes the
truth of the Holy Prophet perfectly
obvious, which no one can reject except
those brought up in sin and fostered in
the atmosphere of evil.

Apart, however, from all these
external proofs and evidences of the
truth of the religion taught by the Holy
Prophet, if we consider the intrinsic
merits of its teachings, we cannot fail to
discern in their clear and shining face
the reflection of truth which requires no
extrinsic weight of arguments. And, by
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HE ESTABLISHED GOD AS A

Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad
appeared at a time, late 19th century,
when the Christian mission work in
India was exceedingly aggressive and
the defence as put forth by Muslims in
this country was comparatively weaker.
The Muslims lacked self-assurance and
what was seriously contemplated by the
Christian missionaries to be the weakest
point in the Muslim religious
personality was the Joss of faith in a
living God. This was perhaps the most
difficult time in the history of Islam,
because the Religion had, unfortun-
ately, succumbed to the miseries of a
civilisation which had never before
experienced such a catastrophe. There
were talks of compromises, alliances
and of outright rejection almost
everywhere. Whatever be the
complexion of the scene it is quite
certain that the Muslims had not only
lost their political freedom, they had
lost the sense of direction also. The task
before Hdt. Mirza Sahib was therefore
of a greater magnitude and
responsibility. His mission as Mujjadid
should be evaluated within the
perspective  which determines the
history of the period.

Hdt. Mirza Sahib was constrained
to work within a milieu which was
adverse to the ideas he proclaimed as
the basic truths of his divine ministry. It
should not be forgotten that he did his
writing when the English were here, and
that British Government had a soft
corner for the missionaries who, by no
mere accident, also came from the
British Isles. Hdt. Mirza Sahib had no
option; he had to accept the political
situation as it stood then and had to
work untiringly for the greater glory of
Islam within that situation. Critics have
given wrong and misleading
interpretations to his commitment in
relation to his loyalty to the British
Government. To all practical purposes
Hdt. Mirza Sahib’s acceptance of the
political situation was in no way a
compromise with the alien power. He
was actually all against it; he in fact
challenged it on higher levels.

LIVING EXPERIENCE
by GILANI KAMRAN

The last decades of the nineteenth
century were one of the dark decades of
our history. We were the victims and the
Europeans were our tormentors! In our
eyes the word Europe stood for our
complete annihilation; it also stood for
power, culture and a material wealth.
Things and events obeyed the
Europeans; in India the English
controlled them. Islam had no doubt a
glorious past toits credit, but it had only
recently come out as a loser. We existed
as a matter of history only. In retrospect
we found our glory to be in ruins; in the
future we, however, found nothing but
blankness. It is rather easier today to
talk of the future, but in those days the
future just did not exist for us. We lived
and existed in the present and there was
an end to it.

Hdt. Mirza Sahib restored our faith
in a living God. He said that we were no
longer the people whom God had
deprived of His grace. His providence
still worked for us and that we had only
to feel it in our hearts. Hdt. Mirza Sahib
made us feel God as a living experience
and thereby abridged for us the distance
that lies between the infinite and the
finite. Such mystical education was
really valuable because the Aligarh
movement was then using a
phraseology which had by rationalizing
Islam obscured the divine presence and
had made God at once impersonal,
indifferent and abstract.

By establishing God as a living
experience and His providence as an
active agent in the movement of our
affairs, Hdt. Mirza Sahib revealed to us
the image of the future which had never
been read before by us with as much
confidence. He disclosed to us the
advent of the Muslim renaissance, and
made us realize that the possibilities of
the future were once again entrusted to
us by the providence. He made us see

that Islam was the only true religion:

that suited the rhythm of the modern
times. It is, however, interesting to note
that his contemporaries behaved
apologetically and thereby had failed to
present Islam with assurance. In this
respect Hdt. Mirza Sahib was the only

solitary figure who proclaimed the role
and significance of Islam in the world of
to-day without the last hesitation. He
was positive, assertive and full of
confidence in his ministry. And it is in
this direction that his importance as a
teacher lies for us even today.

The Promised Messiah Speaks
cont.

God, nothing prevents men and women
from the acceptance of Islam except
when they carry within their hearts the
secret maladies of pride, prejudice or
bigotry or narrow sectional preferences
or hatred. They have been deprived of
this inestimable Divine Blessing only
because they participated too
extensively in sins. These close their
hearts and entomb them in darkness
and deprive them of moral insight.

MAY o The Islamic Review 3



The Second Coming of the Messiah

The 14th century of the Islamic era
(Hijrah) has been so much held in dread
on account of its spiritual darkness and
atheistic activities that prophets and
religious personages have made
reference to it in their sacred scriptures
and recorded a strong note of warning
for the guidance of their peoples. But
side by side with this grim picture, the
scriptures also give the glad tidings of
the advent of a great Reformer who
would warn the world of the coming of
heavenly chastisement, and wean the
erring people from their sinful activities
and rehabilitate Truth and
Righteousness on this earth. The
scriptures of Hindus, Christians and
Muslims have made a reference to this
perverted age as well as to the coming of
a great Reformer who will handle the
situation with a firm hand. He has been
called Nishalank or Kalki Autar in the
Hindu Shastras, and Mahdi Mir in the
scriptures of the Sikhs. The Christians
call his advent as the Second Coming of
Christ and the Muslims give him the
name of Imam Mahdi and Promised
Messiah.

We read a saying of Jesus Christ in
the Gospel of St. John (14:3) - “And if I
go and prepare a place for you, 1 will
come again and receive you unto
myself; that where I am, there ye may be
also.”

Incidentally Lord Krishna of the
Hindus of India is also reported to have
made a similar claim of re-appearance
in the world: “Whenever there is decay
of dharma (true religion) and
predominance of unrighteousness, 1
myself come forth, for the protection of
the good, and the destruction of the evil-
doers; and for the sake of firmly
establishing righteousness and truth I
am born from age to age.” (Bhagavada
Gita, Ch. 4, verses 7, 8)

But these holy persons spoke under
inspiration from heaven, and their
words and promises could not be false.
The trouble, however, arose from the
fact that, whereas they spoke in the
language of metaphore and figure of
speech, the sticklers of the letter clung
pertinaciously to the literal meaning of
their words and failed to appreciate
their true intent. For the descent or

4 The Islamic Review ® MAY

THE PROMISED MESSIAH
by late AL-HAJ MUMTAZ AHMAD FARUQUI

second advent of a person, mentioned in
the previous scriptures, does not mean
the coming of the same person but only
the appearance of another person in the
power and the spirit of the person
prophesied about.

The above interpretation is
corroborated by the Holy Bible itself.
The Jews held the belief that Elijah was
taken up alive to the heaven and that he
would reappear before the advent of
Christ. When Jesus claimed to be the
Messiah, the Jews raised this objection
against him; but we learn from Matthew
(17:10-1) and Luke (1:17) that Jesus
explained to them that this only referred
to a person who would go before him in
the spirit and power of Elias, and that
such a person was John the Baptist.

Now it has been an indisputable fact
among the Muslim Ummah (nation)
that God has brought prophethood to
an end with the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (may peace and blessings
of God be upon him). But as time affects
everything it affects the religion of the
people as well; but this does not mean
that the religion of the people keeps on
changing. What actually happens is,
that interested persons introduce such
doctrines into it, by ignorance or
mischief, which do not belong to the
original Faith. It is these extraneous
matters which bring about a change in
its form. It is imperative that if the last,
complete and universal religion of Islam
was to keep its pristine purity and glory,
then some reformer must appear from
time to time to remove all alien
conceptions that had crept in and reset
the picture of Islam in its original
splendour.

The Bi‘that
Mujaddids

(Appointment) of

It was to accomplish the above-
mentioned vital task that God had so
ordained, as clearly mentioned by the
Holy Prophet, that mujaddids
(renovators) would be raised amongst
Muslims from time to time.
Accordingly Abu Dawud, the most
authentic book of Hadith, after A/l
Bukhari and Al-Muslim, mentions (as
translated): “Most surely Allah will
raise for this community at the head of
every century (hijrah) one who shall
revive for it its faith.” (Abu Dawud

Sulaiman (d. 275 A.H.) Kitab-al-
Sunan, Ch. Al-Malahim (printed at
Ansari Press, Dethi-India) Vol. 2, p.
241.

This hadith has been accepted as
authentic by all the preservers (huffaz)
of hadith, as mentioned by Imam Jalal-
ud-Din Suyuti (d. 911 A.H. or 1505
C.E.) Besides, a chain of Muslim holy
men (auliya) throughout the centuries
of the Muslim era, had proclaimed that
they had been appointed by Allah as
mujaddid of their respective centuries.
In the writings of some of these
mujaddids like Imam Ahmad ibn
Hanbal (2nd Century A.H.), Imam ibn
Taimiyyah (7th Century A.H.), Imam
Suyuti (10th Century A.H.), Shaikh
Ahmad Sirhindi, Mujaddid Alf-i-thani
(11th Century A.H.) and Shah
Waliullah, Muhaddath Dehlvi (12th
Century A.H.), it has been stated in so
many words that, as mentioned in the
famous hadith of Abu Dawud, God had
appointed them the mujaddid of their
time.

It may also be borne in mind that
more than one mujaddid may appear in
the same century in different places
according to the circumstances
prevailing at the time. But all of them
had one aim in view and that was to
defend Islam and restore it in all its
glory for the world to see. Some of them
suffered trials and tribulations in the
pursuance of their work and duty, but
they bore them cheerfully.

When we turn to the Holy Qur’an,
we find that it mentions the raising of
khalifahs (successors) of the Prophet
Muhammad from among his ummabh.
In the Chapter The Light we observe:
“Allah has promised to those of you
who believe and do good that He will
most certainly make them successors in
the earth as He made successors before
them.” (24:55)

Further, it must be understood that
in spite of the termination of
prophethood, God will continue to
speak with the honoured and chosen
people of this ummah. And for the
eradication of some serious errors, He
would Himself guide the followers of
Muhammad. Thus God’s communica-
tion with non-prophets and granting of
revelation to them is the basis of this

continued on next page



The Promised Messiah
cont.

report, and God’s speaking with non-
prophets has been repeatedly
mentioned in the Holy Qur’an, for
instance:

(1) And We revealed to Moses’
mother (28:7), although she was not a
prophetess.

And again - When We revealed to
thy mother that which was revealed
(20:38).

(2) The disciples of Jesus were not
prophets, but they, too, are mentioned
as having received God’s revelation:
When I revealed to the disciples (5:111).

(3)About the righteous servants
(auliya) of this ummabh, it has also been
mentioned in the Qur’an: The angels
descend upon them (41:30).

Then again: “For them is good news
in this world’s life.” (10:64)

(4) This has been corroborated in
authentic reports from the Holy
Prophet: There has remained nothing of
prophethood except mubashsharat
(good news). (Al-Bukhari, 92:5)

(5) Moreover, in reports that have
been unanimously agreed upon, it has
been mentioned that as God spoke with
the non-prophets from among other
nations, so shall He communicate with
the followers of the Holy Prophet (Al-
Bukhari, 62:6). Thus, if it is necessary
for a mujaddid to have Divine
Communication both the Qur’an and
the genuine ‘reports’ confirm that this
ummah will be favoured with such
communications.

The Mujaddid of the fourteenth century
of the Hijrah

Thus, when it has been established
from the Qur’an, Hadith, sayings and
claims of other mujaddids that the
coming of a mujaddid at the beginning
of each century is essential, then who
was the mujaddid of the Fourteenth
Century of the Hijrah, as it has already
passed? A mujaddid must proclaim
himself to the Muslim Nation, as heis so
appointed by Allah to renovate the
faith. For a person making a false claim
to mislead the people, dire punishment
is promised. “And if he had fabricated
against Us certain sayings, We would
certainly have seized him by the right
hand, then cut off his heart’s vein.” (The
Qur’an, 69:44-48)

However, we do find that in 1885
C.E., a holy and learned man, Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian (District
Gurdaspur, Punjab-India) issued a
manifesto in which after referring to the
publication of Barahin Ahmadiyyah (a
book in which he established the truth
of the teachings of Islam and refuted the
objections raised against Islam, and
emphasised the necessity of Divine
Revelation, throwing light on its
different aspects) he states: “This
servant of Allah has been given a
manifest proof by the grace of Allahthe
Almighty that many of the true
inspirations and signs and wonders and
news of the unseen and Divine secrets
and visions and prayers that have been
accepted, are a part of the religious
experience of this servant of the faith,
the truth of these being borne witness to
by many of the religious opponents (the
Aryas for instance). All these matters
have been stated in this book, and the
author has been given the knowledge
that he is the mujaddid of this time and
that spiritually his excellences resemble
those of Messiah, the son of Mary, and
one of them bears a very strong
resemblance and a close affinity to the
other.”

The publication of Barahin
Ahmadiyyah made a deep impression
on the Muslims. They loved its author
for his righteousness and piety, for his
services to the cause of Islam, for his
scholarly writings and for his bold stand
against the opponents of Islam.

Early Life of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad

Before we proceed to understand
more of the message of tife which Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad brought, it would be
worthwhile to know something about
the man himself.

It was probably in the year 1835
C.E. that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad was
born. He was the son of Mirza Ghulam
Murtada, whose ancestors (descended
from Haji Birlas) had emigrated from
Samarqand to Indiain 1530 C.E. during
the reign of the Mughal Emperor
Babar, and settled down in the
Gurdaspur district, Punjab, India. Here
they founded the present town of
Qadian, which was originally named
Islampur Qadi. This was shortened to
Qadi and then to Kadi and finally it

became Qadian. Mirza Ghulam Ahmad
was from the Persian descent, and not
from the Mughal stock. The title Mirza
is a Persian (or Iranian) appellation.
The Tartars have Khan appended to
their names, for example Chinghez
Khan, Halaku Khan etc. The Holy
Prophet had also said, while
commenting on the Quranic verse:
“And others from among them who
have not yet joined them. And He the
Mighty, the Wise.” (62:3), as reported
by Abu Hurairah: “. . . Salman, the
Persian, was sitting among us, and the
Holy Prophet placed his hand on
Salman and said, ‘Even if faith were
near the Pleiades, a man from among
these would surely find it" ” (Al-
Bukhari, 65:1xii. I).

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad received his
primary education in his own village
and then in the town of Batala, about
ten miles away from Qadian. In his
youth, under the instructions of his
father, he was occupied with the
management of agricultural lands. In
this connection he had to conduct law
suits relating to his family estate which
were quite repugnant to his nature. He
did it only in obedience to his father’s
advice. To fulfil his wishes, too, he
accepted a Government job at Sialkot
and remained there from 1864 C.E. to
1868 C.E. Besides his day’s work,
during this period he would spend his
spare time in solitude reading the Holy
Quran. Nevertheless he entered into
many debates and discussion with
Christian missionaries during his stay at
Sialkot. In 1868 C.E. he was called back
to Qadian by his father to see to the
cultivation of the family lands. But his
heart was not in this work; so he spent
most of his time in studying the Holy
Qur’an. He loved solitude and disliked
worldly pursuits. To this effect he wrote
to his father once mentioning that he
would like to spend the rest of his life in
religious study and practices, away
from all worldly pursuits.

His father died in 1886 C.E., and a
new era dawned upon him. He related
afterwards that when his father was on
his deathbed, it gave him some alarm
and anxiety as to how he would make a
living after his father died. Just thenina
state of vision, he heard a mighty voice

continued on next page
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The Promised Messiah
cont,

saying: “Isn’t Allah sufficient for His
servant?” He at once felt heartened and
cheerful; and never in his lifetime had he
any cause to doubt this statement.

Articles on religious subjects were
published by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad in
various papers in 1878 C.E. Some of
them were in refutation of the beliefs of
Arya Samaj, a virulent and aggressive
Hindu sect founded by Swami
Dayanand Sarasvati (1824-83 C.E.) in
1875 C.E. at Bombay, India.

As mentioned before, in 1884 C.E.
the Mirza published his monumental
and comprehensive book Barahin
Ahmadivyah, and afterwards
announced his being appointed by
Allah as the Mujaddid of the 14th
century A.H. At that time there were
those who expressed a desire to enter
into his bai‘at (pledge of fealty) but he
refused it by saying that God Almighty
had not permitted him to do so. At last
on the first of December 1888 C.E. he
announced that God had commanded
him to accept bai‘at and form a Jama‘at.
He announced: ‘I have been
commanded that those who seek after
truth should enter my bai‘at in order to
give up dirty habits and slothful and
disloyal ways of life and in order to
imbibe faith and a truly pure life that
springs from faith and to learn the ways
of the love of God.”

The main purpose of the bai‘at was
to defend and extend the cause of Islam
and to place the service of Islam above
all considerations. In short - I will hold
religion above the world was the motto.

Obviously the work of defense and
propagation of Islam could not be
carried on without the formation of a
strong organisation (“And from among
you (i.e. Muslims) there should be a
party who invite to good and enjoin the
right and forbid the wrong. And these
are they who are successful.” Qur’an,
3:103) and this naturally could not be
achieved without an adequate pledge,
which was made by giving one’s hand
into the hand of the Founder. So this is
the principal significance of bai‘atin the
Ahmadiyyah Movement. At this
announcement many Muslims entered
his bai‘at. (For details, please refer to
Maulana Muhammad Ali, The
Ahmadiyyvah Movement, translated by
S. Muhammad Tufail (Ahmadiyya
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Anjuman Isha‘at-i-Islam, Lahore-7,
Pakistan)

If Hadrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is
the Mujaddid, then Muslims must co-
operate with him. The Holy Qur'an
says: “O ye who believe keep your duty
to Allah and be with the truthful.”
(9:119) The Holy Prophet is reported to
have said: “He who dies in a condition
that he has not recognized the Imam of
his age, dies a death of ignorance (al-
jahiliyyah) (Ahmad ibn Hambal:
Musnad, vol. iv, p. 96). A mujaddid is
certainly the Imam of his age.

Reforms made by the Mujaddid of the
14th Century A.H.

1. The first task of the Mujaddid of
this age was to establish the fact that
God has been in communication with
His righteous servants throughout the
ages, as the modern materialistic
civilization had shaken the very
foundation of religion and made a
complete denial of Divine revelation.
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad proved his
point, not only theoretically from the
source of Islamic Shari‘ah, but also by
evidence of his own experience and
prophecies. He held the Qur’an over
everything else and placed the sources
of Islamic Shari‘ah in the following
order: (i) the Holy Qur’an (ii) Hadith
(The sayings and actions of the Holy
Prophet (iii) Figh (Jurisprudence) (iv)
Ijtihad (Exercise of Judgement). The
last two are subordinate to the Qur’an
and the Hadith. Islam is rational in its
outlook; and its principles and other
details of religion are in conformity with
reason.

2. Muhammad (may the peace and
blessings of God be upon him) is the
greatest and last of the prophets. No
prophet, neither new nor old, shall
appear after him. Mujaddids
(renovators) will, however, be raised at
the head of each century (Hijrah) for the
removal of errors from among the
Muslims and for guiding them to the
right path.

3. The religion should be held above
the world. One should spend a part of
one’s time and property for the defence
and propagation of Islam.

4. Islam was not spread with sword.
The Holy Qur’an says: “There is no
compulsion in religion - the right way is

indeed clearly distinct from error.”
(2:256)

Historically it cannot be proved that
the Holy Prophet compelled anybody
to acknowledge Islam, or that he fought
battles to force a nation or a tribe to
come within the fold of Islam. It is a
historic fact that when he conqured and
occupied Mecca where his enemies were
located, the infidels, on surrendering
themselves, were not forced to accept
Islam, but were pardoned and allowed
to go free. In fact, it was this kind and
generous treatment which won the
hearts of the people and they by
themselves came to accept Islam as their
religion. Later on in the countries
conquered by the Muslim forces, the
non-Muslim subjects like Christians,
Jews, fire-worshippers and others were
allowed their own religions. (The
Quran, 22:39, 40) In the East-Indies
like Sumatra, java, Malaysia and
Philipines no Muslim armies were sent
to invade and conquer them. It were
only the Muslim traders and tourists
who went there and preached Islamand
by the example set by them, induced the
local people to become Muslims.

Islam believes neither in forced
conversion nor keeping anybody in
Islam at the point of sword. Hence,
apostasy is not punishable by death in
Islam, as the Holy Qur’ansays: “... And
whoever of you turns back from his
religion, then he dies while an
unbeliever - these it is whose works go
for nothing in this world and the
heareafter.” (2:217) In the past history
of Islam, if ever an apostate was put to
death, he had either deserted Islam
during battles or joined the hostile
forces, or had committed a felony and
committed murder before deserting.

5. Conception of Jihad. Jihad is
unfortunately considered by most
people to mean the spreading of Islam
only with the sword. This is wrong.
Jihad primarily signifies exerting
oneself for a cause and sword is not
always necessary for the cause of
religion. Carrying the message of the
Holy Qur’an to the world is also Jihad
as is stated in the Qur’an: “And strive
against them a mighty striving with it
(the Quran).” (25:52) What Mirza
Sahib said was that in this age and in
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The Promised Messiah
cont.

this country, the conditions of Jihad by
sword were not to be found. Pen can be
mightier than the sword, so by speech
and writing (literature) one can preach
and spread the faith peacefully. The real
source of guidance is the Holy Qur’an
and the sayings and traditions of the
Holy Prophet; so follow them and
others will follow you.

If the performance of religious
duties and the preaching of the faith are
forcibly hindered and your life and
honour is attacked and no peaceful
means are left to avert the evil, then by
all means take the sword in hand and
God will surely grant victory, and peace
and religious freedom shall be
ultimately established.

6. Revival of Islamic Brotherhood.
Islam is a religion of universal
brotherhood. Distinctions of race,
colour or country do not exist among
Muslims. However, prophets and
sacred scriptures of other nations are to
be respected, as God had sent warners
with Divine directions to every nation
and country from time to time before
the final and last of the Prophets -
Muhammad, was sent for the guidance
of the world.

For unity among Muslims, the Holy
Qur’an say: “Do not say to anyone who
offers you (Islamic) salutation: you are
not a believer.” (4:94) It is reported from
the Holy Prophet: “Anybody who faces
the Qibla (the sacred mosque at Mecca)
while praying should not be declared as
kafir.” The Holy Prophet also said that
difference of opinion amongst my
followers is a blessing, as by discussion
many new and useful things come to
light. This taught Muslims to tolerate
difference among themselves, as long as
the roots and essentials of the Islamic
faith as verified by the Holy Qur’an and
the authentic sayings and traditions of
the Holy Prophet, are not affected.
Unfortunately, quite a few of our
misdirected and selfish religious leaders
rush to declare one another Kafir
(outside the pale of Islam) even on
minor differences.

Mirza Sahib emphasised the fact
that all the reciters of the Kalima are
Muslims, and anybody who declares his
faith in the unity of God and
prophethood of Muhammad (who was
the last and best of the Prophets) cannot

be turned outside the pale of Islam by
any mullah however learned he may be.

The Promised Messiah

In the books of hadith such as
Bukhari and Muslim there are
prophecies of the second advent of ‘Isa-
ibn Maryam (Jesus Christ). In Bukhari,
the report about the descent of Jesus
Christ has been narrated by Abu
Hurairah thrice, (1) Kitab al-Buyu': 34,
(2) Kitab al-Mazalim: 46, and (3) Kitab
al-Ambiya: 60. One of it goes as follows:
“What will be your condition when the
son of Mary will descend among you
and he will be your Imam from among
you?” But Jesus having died a natural
death cannot come back to this earth
again. Many Muslims of note also
believed in the final death of Jesus
Christ. Imam Malik believed in Jesus’
death (See Majma Bihar al-Anwar, vol.
1, p. 286). Professor Shaikh Muhamud
Shaltut, Rector of the Great Al-Azhar
University, Cairo, Egypt, also gave a
fatwa, comprising the final death of
Jesus Christ (Al-Risalah of Cairo, vol.
10, No. 462 at p. 515). The Austrian
Muslim scholar Muhammad Asad in
the translation of the Qur'an viz., The
message of the Qur'an (vol. 1, pp.
177,178 Muslim League Mecca) also
believes the same. So the coming of
Jesus Christ would only mean the
raising of a mujaddid amongst the
Muslims, who would come in the power
and spirit of Jesus Christ. This would be
particularlyu so as he would be
entrusted not only with the clearing up
of the name of Islam and re-furbishing
its teachings but also to prove with
irrefutable arguments the falseness of
the existing beliefs and doctrines of
Christianity as established by Paul.

Among other attributes of the
Promised Messiah are (i) he shall break
the cross (i.e. false doctrines of the
present day church), (ii) Kill the swine
(i.e. silence the vituperators against God
and true religion), (iii) Postpone the war
(i.e. pen would be used to spread the
religion). One point is clear in all these
reports that the Promised Messiah will
be raised from among the Muslims; and
this only refers to his being a Mujaddid,
who would be specially directed by God
to overthrow the so-called supremacy of
Christianity and counter their attacks;
and establish the supremacy of Islam.

Why the name Promised Messiah was
given to the Mujaddid of the 14th
Century (Jijrah)

As mentioned before, many
Muslims had flocked to take pledge
with the Mirza Sahib and joined the
Ahmadiyya Movement. In 1890 C.E.
Mirza Sahib received a revelation from
Allah informing him that Jesus, son of
Mary., being dead, and We have
conferred this title on you (the Mirza
Sahib). An indication was given of this
resemblance to Jesus (in his power and
spirit) in a previous revelation also, but
now it was confirmed. Mirza Sahib
proclaimed this through a printed
Notice to the world on 26th March
1891. Since this went against the pre-
concieved beliefs of the majority of the

Muslims ummah led in religious
matters by Maulvis and religious
leaders with orthodox, stereotyped

ideas and beliefs, so an unprecedented
storm of opposition and vituperation
arose. It gained momentum and before
long a fatwa (a religious edict) declaring
Mirza Sahib as kafir (unbeliever and
outside the pale of Islam), Liar and
Dajjal (anti-Christ) was issued under th
signatures of about 200 religious
leaders. Mirza Sahib through several
publications tried to explain the ture
position and significance of his claim as
the Promised Messiah.

A study of Hadith reveals that:

(i) On the night of ‘Ascension’, the
Holy Prophet met Isa (Jesus, son of
Mary) in the heavens, and found him to
be a man with white complexion, curly
hair and broad chest (Bukhari, Kitab al-
Mi‘raj).

(i) In a true dream, the Holy
Prophet saw a person circumambula-
ting the holy Ka‘bah, who had fair
wheatish complexion, with straight-
flowing hair which rested on his
shoulder below the ears. On enquiry he
found him to be the Messiah, attended
by Dajjal (anti-Christ), who was also
going arount it. So it was the Messiah of
this Ummah (Bakhari, Kitab al-
Ambiya’:46)

So the two Messiahs are different
persons. A common name has been
given to both of them to show their
spiritual resemblance and affinity.

continued on next page
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The Promised Messiah
cont.

Prophecies of the Holy Prophet about
the coming of Messiah

The conditions that would be
prevailing in the times when the
Promised Messiah was to appear

predicted by the Holy Prophet are given
in the Hadith. The Holy Qur’an also
mentions many prephecies relating to
this age, for which please study verses 3
to 19 of Chapter 81 of the Holy Qur’an.
(See English translation of the Holy
Qur’an, by Maulana Muhammad Ali -
Ahmadiyyah Anjuman Ish‘aat-i-Islam,
Lahore-7, Pakistan)

The prophecies about the
appearance of the Anti-christ and of the
predominance of Gog and Magog as
found in the Qur'an and Hadith
represent an aspect of the conflict of the
spiritual and material forces, of the
struggle of truth against falsehood, in
which the spiritual forces are
represented as being subjugated only
temporarily, but as a result of which
there whould be a general spiritual
awakening in the world and truth will
prevail. Itis an open secret that thereis a
terrible struggle at the moment between
western nations and the world of Islam,
or to put it more correctly between the
material and the spiritual forces. The
religious sections in the West have
declared it quite openly that whereas
other religions are non-Christian, Islam
is definitely anti-Christian; and their
Christian missionaries are carrying on
propaganda all over the world with this
object in view. Certainly these are facts
which no Muslim can afford to look on
indifferently.

Mahdi

The title Mahdi means one who is
guided and the heir to all truths and in
whom the attribute “Guide” for God is
fully represented and thus this word can
be applied to every guided person. For
instance, the first four righteous
successors of the Holy Prophet had also
been called Mahdis. Later on,
Ummayid Caliph, Umar bin ‘Abd al-
‘Aziz, the first century Mujaddid, had
also been called a Mahdi.

The gist of reports from the Holy
Prophet Muhammad about Mahdi
found extant in some of the authentic
collections of Sihah Sitta is that: “A
Mahdi will appear in this Ummah in the
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later Ages who will fill the earth with
fairness and justice.” In another: “I give
you the glad tidings of Mahdi who will
be raised in my Ummah at a time of
digression and distress of people. He
will fill the earth with equity and justice
as it was filled with oppression and
violence.” (Musnad of Ahmad ibn
Hanbal, vol. 3, pp. 26, 27)

The report in Ibn Majahthat “There
is no Mahdi except ‘Isa” (Sunan ibn
Majah, ch. Al-Sharat al-Sa‘ah, p. 302)
brings out clearly that the Promised
Messiah and Mahdi are not two
separate persons but two names for the
same Reformer. He was to be the
Promised Messiah for the Christians
and Mahdi for the Muslims. There was
a profound reality hidden behind these
two names. Accordingly, the Mujaddid
of this age was assigned two great tasks
which entitled him to receive the names
of Messiah and Mahdi. For shedding
the light of Islam in the Christian world
he was called Messiah and for
illuminating the hearts of Muslims with
the light of Islam he was called Mahdi.

The reports also mention about the
Divine appointment (bi‘that) of Mahdi.
Such an appointment for human beings
in Islamic terminology is either for
prophets or for Mujaddids. But as
prophethood has come to an end with
the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him),
therefore Mahdi can be raised in this
Ummah only as a Mujaddid.

However, the reports about the
appearance of the Mahdi have been
tempered with for various reasons by
interested persons, so much so, that
even those who believe in the coming of
Mahdi only accept the fundaamental
fact of his advent. The attitude that if
there is discrepancy in details the basic
fact itself should be rejected does not
only go against all the principles of
accepting Hadith but also of history. On
the other hand, the difference in details
show that there is somewhere a
fundamental reality behind all this.

Strangely enough, a common
misconception prevalent among
Muslims about Mahdi, that he would
spread Islam at the point of the sword,
has not been mentioned in the reports at
all. The Sihah Sittah and the Musnad of
Ahmad ibn Hanbal which refer to the
benevolence of Mahdi do not mention
any report to show that Mahdi will

wage wars or conquer the whole world
or convert unbelievers to Islam at the
point of sword; especially as it would be
against the clear verdict of the Quran
that “There is no compulsion in
religion.” (2:256)

It was, however, destined that the
sun of Islam should rise over Eastern
countries first. therefore, it was mostly
in the East that the light of Islam spread
in the beginning, but then, according to
the law of nature, this sun was going to
shine over the Western countries as
well. In a report of the Prophet, this had
been described as the rising of the sun in
the West - the prophecy to be fulfilled at
the hands of the Mujaddid of the 14th
century Hijrah who was also called the
promised Messiah and Mahdi.

Hadrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of
Qadian opened the eyes of Muslims and
made them realize that the story which
was forged by their enemies to stem the
progress of Islam was unwittingly
accepted by Muslims themselves. In his
book, Izalah-i-Auham, part 11 (pages
518, 519, published 1891 C.E.), Mirza
Sahib proclaimed the fact that he
himself is the Mahdi of the age. So the
‘report’ that: There is no Mahdi but ‘Isa,
as reported by Ibn Majah, mentioned
earlier, came out to be true in his
person. Hadrat Mirza Sahib
interpretations concerning the
prophecies about Mahdi do not seem to
be the result of his intellectual
investigations but were the work of
Divine light given to him which helped
him to discover the truth underlying
these reports. This discovery consisted
of two great facts - Firstly, it was wrong
to associate the name of Mahdi withthe
sword, and to believe, as the opponents
did, that Islam was spread at the point
of the sword. Secondly, that the
(Promised Messiah) and Mahdi were
not two separate persons but two names
of the same reformer. In a hadith
reported by Abu Hurairah, it is
mentioned: “Whoever lives from among
you shall meet Jesus, son of Mary (i.e.
the Promised Messiah), who is Imam
Mahadi and arbiter (Musnad Ah‘mad
Ibn Hanbal, vol. 2, p. 411).

The ‘Sign’ on the Appearance of Mahdi

The Prophecy about the advent of
Mahdi is from among those prophecies

continued on page 20
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Allah speaks and communicates
with His chosen ones. The Holy
Prophet said that the only thing left of
Prophethood for the ummah after him
was the giving of glad tidings
(Mubashsharat). He also said that God
spoke to such holy men among the
Israelites also, although they were not
‘prophets’ (in the accepted sense of the
word) and that ‘Umar (the second
caliph of Islam) from his ummah, was
one such person. Many auliya and
Mujaddids in Islam have confirmed in
their writings of having received
communication from God. In fact, how
can there be a living God if he does not
speak and what kind of living religion it
would be if its auliya (or holy men) are
not honoured by communication from
God. Of course, no prophetic revelation
can come to any one after the Holy
Prophet Muhammad. So Hadrat Mirza
Sahib also received many communica-
tions from God and some of those, to
prove the truth of Divine origin of these
tidings, were prophecies about coming
events of which no indication was
present at the time of such
announcements. Such prophecies
incidentally proved that a living and
mighty God existed and that Islam was
a living religion.

The Divine Communications
vouchsafed to Hadrat Mirza Sahib were
long and many; and have been compiled
in the form of a book viz., Tazkirah.
Some of these prohecies are mentioned
below:

The Rise of Japan

Japan, less than a century ago, was
merely an obscure and weak Asiatic
country. Of her people and customs
very little was known to the outside
world. In 1853 C.E. Commodore C.
Perry with a squadron of the U.S.A.
navy, appeared near the Japanese coast,
and induced Japan to enter into trade
relations with the nations of the West. It
was destined by God to raise Japan into
a great power whose friendship would
by sought by the nations of the world;
and the country would progress
tremendously. It was revealed to the
Promised Messiah: “A great Power of
the East, and the critical condition of
Korea”.

SOME PROPHECIES OF
THE PROMISED MESSIAH

Japan, as her power grew, entered
upon a career of territorial expanion in
Eastern Asia. The Sino-Japanese war
brought Korea under Japanese
influence, and it was finally annexed by
Japan in 1910 C.E. The policy of Japan
also came in conflict with that of Russia
of the Czars, and finally a war broke out
between the two countries. The Russian
Naval fleet came all the way from the
Baltic Sea to the sea of Japan to give
battle which had started by 8th
February 1904 C.E. The Russian fleet
was destroyed and the Russian armies
were defeated by Japan on 10th October
1904 C.E. A truce was declared. Thus
the prophecy made by the Promised
Messiah came out to be true. Korea was
subjugated and Japan became a big
power.

A Prophecy about Bengal (India)

Lord Curzon was the British
Viceroy of India from 1899to 1905 C.E.
One good thing he did was to organize
the Department of Archaeology in the
Indian Government, thereby help
perserving the priceless and historic
remains of the former and ancient
kingdoms in India. However, to
increase the Government revenue and
partially to undo the permanent
Settlement of Bengal, he arranged to
create a new province of ‘East Bengal
and Assam’, while Bengal proper with
its capital at Calcutta remained as such.
The Bengalees, resented this partition;
and when the representations to the
Government failed to undo the division
of their homeland, they resorted to
violent measures. This was the state of
things when in February 1906 C.E., the
Promised Messiah received a Divine
Communication saying “About the first
order (of division) regarding Bengal,
now they (the people) will be
conciliated”. There was no indication of
any cancellation of the decree by the
British Government at the time. King
George V of Great Britain, being
Emperor of India, was requested in
1911 C.E. to visit India and hold a
darbar (a Royal Court and Reception)
at Dethi which was to become the new
capital of India (in place of Calcutta)
and the seat of the Indian Government.
It was in this darbar that the king
formally ordered the cancellation of the
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Division of Bengal and restored it to its
original position. Thus was fulfilled the
great prophecy which had been
announced some six years ago by the
Mujaddid of the age.

Revolutionary changes in Persia (Iran)

In Persia there was absolute
monarchy and the subjects were none
too happy and wanted more democratic
ways of life. In 1896, the then Shah of
Persia was assassinated, and Mirza
Muhammad ‘Ali Shah became the
King; but unrest continued. In 1906
C.E., the Promised Messiah received a
Divine Communication: A violent
upheaval in the palace of Kisra (the
ancient title of the Kings of Persia).

In 1909 C.E. revolution broke out in
Persia and he took shelter in the
Embassy of Russia in Tehran. A
people’s parliament came into being.
But this prophecy also foretold the
coming misfortunes which would befall
Persia. Not long afterwards the two
major powers of the region - British and
the Russians, started interfering in the
affairs of Persia and established their
spheres of influence - the British in the
southern half of Persia and the Russians
in the Northern half. But the Lord God
finally saved Persia, now Iran.

The World War (1914-18) and its
Aftermath

The Promised Messiah had been
receiving repeated Divine Communica-
tions about some world shaking
earthquakes or upheavals.

(i) the first warning came in
December 1903 and June 1904: “Its
(Punjab) buildings of both permanent
as well as temporary residence would be
levelled to the ground.” And then a
Divine promise came that: “All those
persons within the four walls of your
dwellings shall be saved.” On April 3rd,
1905, the Divine warning came: “Death
is standing at the door.” On the next day
April 4, 1905, in the morning a very
violent earthquake occurred in the
mountain range which caused much
death and destruction, particularly at
Dharamsala and Palampur in the
district of Kangra, Punjab. As people

continued on next page
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Some Prophecies of the
Promised Messiah
cont.

never took warning and reformed
themselves, such terrible earthquakes
came in latter years also, of which the
Bihar and the Quetta earthquakes (in
1935) were the most destructive.

(i) But the warning of another

terrible disaster came again and was
published in the April 1905 issue of The
Review of Religions. In this the
Promised Messiah compared it to the
shakaing of the day of Judgment and
which the world had not hitherto seen.
Further details of the prophecy are
given (in the form of a poem) in the
book Barahin-i-Ahmadivyvah, Part V,
p. 120:
(a) In the twinkling of an eye this earth
shall turn upside down. (b) Streams of
blood shall flow as the water of rivers.
(c) The travellers shall feel the severity
of that hour; those who are on the way
shall lose the way, losing their senses as
well. (d) The great and the small shall all
be in a state of prostration on account of
this fear. (e) Even the Czar (of Russia)
shall at that hour be in a state of utmost
distress.

The prophecy was made on 15th
April, 1905. The Promised Messiah left
this world on 26th May, 1908. In 1914,
events happened which led to the most
terrible world-wide war of the history.
Millions of people died, thousands of
cities were reduced to rubble, many
kings lost their crowns and their
countries changed shape. But the most
outstanding change in history came
through the revolution in 1917 C.E. in
Russia, when the Mighty Czar not only
lost his crown but his head as well; and
the Romanoff Dynasty of absolute
power ended after 304 years of rule.

The Turkish Empire, its Disintegration,
and Rising like Phoenix from its Ashes

The great Turkish Empire which
took its birth in 1258 C.E., and after the
conquest of Constantinople by Sultan
Muhammad 11, expanded step by step
till most of South-Eastern Europe was
under its control; while its sway
extended to the shores of Persian Gulf,
the Indian ocean and the Red Sea, and
to Egypt and Tripoli in Africa. Its naval
fleet sailed in all its glory and power
over the Mediterranean Sea.
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But, in the 18th century, signs of
decadence began to appear. The control
of its affairs passed into the hands of the
self-seeking ministers. Russia was all
the time pecking on the northern
frontier; and Christian nations had not
yet quite forgotten the crusades or the
conquest of Constantinople. They
plotted and planned and, before the
19th century was out, Turkey had lost
most of its European possessions.

In the 1914-1918 World War.
Turkey sided with Germany; and after
their defeat, the Allied powers
dismembered the Turkish Empire in the
East. Greece was given a free hand in
Asia Minor. But long before that, in
January 1904 C.E., the Promised
Messiah had received a Divine
Communication (published in The
Review of Religion), in the following
words:

“The Turks (called Rum in olden
days) shall be defeated in the land
nearby; but, after their defeat, they shall
overcome their foes.”

Turkey had accepted defeat in
October 1918 C.E., but God had
different plans. The presence of Greek
Forces in their homeland at last roused
the anger of the Turkish people. They
got together and, being organized by
Mustafa Kamal Pasha, they fought and
drove the Greeks out of Asia Minor. In
October 1918, a new Turkish Republic,
headed by Mustafa Kamal Pasha, with
its capital at Ankara, came into being.
They defied the European Powers and
finally made them agree to their
independence and the new Republic. So
came true the word of the Lord God.

Shastri’s Prophecy turned out to be
False

On the termination of the British
Rule in India in 1947 C.E., the country
was divided into two parts - Bharat and
Pakistan. The Hindus of Bharat never
forgave Pakistan, and, from the very
start, plotted to undo it.

The Promised Messiah was
vouchsafed a vision on April 29, 1905
(Al-Hakm of 30th April, 1905), which
goes as follows:

“It was seven minutes to two in the
night when I beheld in a vision that all of
a sudden the earth began to quake. A
severe shock was then felt. I said to the
members of my family: Get up; it is the

earthquake; and take Mubarak (his
young son) also with you. In the same
state of vision, a thought also came to
me that the prophecy uttered by Shastri
turned out to be false.”

The Promised Messiah also
mentioned that, in the vision, he had
received the Divine Communication. “1
shall come stealthily. With my armies |
shall come at a time when no person
would ever dream that such an event is
about to take place.”

The Indian army, with all their
might, invaded Pakistan, even without
a declaration of war, in the early hours
of September 6, 1965. The area between
the border and the city of Lahore shook
under the bombardment of enemy guns,
and their armour and tanks relentlessly»
rolled on till they were stopped at the
B.R.B. Canal a few miles away from the
city, by the gallant troops of Pakistan,
who though small in number and with
fewer lethal weapons, fought like tigers
to save their homes and hearth. But in
India, the Prime Minister Shastri was
announcing in the Indian Parliament, in
unholy glee, that the Indian Forces had
invaded Pakistan to punish them; and
he said boastfully that “after 24 hours he
would tell them a very happy news (of
the conquest of Lahore).” The Indian
Commander-in-chief, General
Choudhry, was inviting his colleagues
to be his guests at a cocktail party that
evening (of 6th September) at the
Gymkhana Club at Lahore.

It is now history, how the Indian
Forces were badly mauled; and finally
the Security Council of the United
Nations, stepped in with their
resolution of cease-fire. Mr. Shastri,
while making his statement on the
cease-fire in Indian Parliament, wept
twice.

So again the mighty ‘“forces’ of God
intervened and triumphed and worsted
the enemies of the Muslims and Islam.




Recently Dr. Freeland Abbott has
published a book Islam and Pakistan in
America. Therein he has offered his
views about the Ahmadiyya
Community. He says: “In the course of
time, the Ahmadiyya arguments against
other religions were whole heartedly
accepted, even by their most vociferous
cirtics. Through the vigour of their
proselytising and their incessant and
highly-publicised attacks on
Christianity, they instilled a stronger
faith in many Muslims. They developed
a confident belief that Christianity does
not explain the strength of Europe, and
that the true religion remained Islam,
even though the personal claims of
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad were not
accepted and his organisation was, in
general, scorned. This is the essential
significance of the Ahmadiyya
Movement. It is somewhat ironic that
the sect most attacked by Muslims in
India and Pakistan has also been that
which has worked hardest, in both its
branches to defend and extend Islam
against the competition offered by other
faiths.” (pp. 160-60)

Confession of Truth

In the present age of materialism
and irreligion, the Ahmadiyya
Community, particularly the Lahore
Section, has performed a unique feat of
establishing the supremacy and truth of
Islam by publishing books in English
and other foreign languages. The merit
of this performance has been
acknowledged not only by the non-
Muslim writers and intellectuals, as the
foregoing quotation shows, but also by
the sane and sober sections among the
Muslims. They have now and then paid
glowing tributes to the religious
renaissance created by the Ahmadiyya
Movement. The booklet entitled
Shahadat-i-haqqah  (Incontrovertible
Evidence) is a mirror of such
acknowledgements. An honest reader is
able to form an accurate view of the
beliefs of the holy Founder of
Ahmadiyya Movement and the Lahore
Section and their sterling services to
Islam.

A SURVEY OF THE OPPOSITION
TO THE AHMADIYYA

by ALLAH BAKHSH

First Opposition

It is quite natural that Dr. Freeland
Abbott should feel intrigued by the
opposition offered to the Ahmadiyyaa
Community in the face of its
epochmaking services to Islam. Every
intellectual is surprised when he sees
that even the Muslims have opposed the
Ahmadiyya community in spite of its
matchless endeavours in propagating
Islam and battling against the false anti-
Islamic propaganda. The question why
it is so, can be answered by highlighting
the popularity of the Ahmadiyya
Community and its progress.

The Ahmadiyya Community faced
great opposition in the life-time of its
Founder. The Holy Founder delivered a
lecture in 1905, in Sialkot, on the Divine
Truth of Islam. On this occasion there
occurred a great outburst of opposition.
The superintendent of Police on duty
expressed surprise at this eruption of
hostility. He was at a loss to understand
why the Muslim Ulama were hostile to
the founder who was out to put to rout
Christianity and cripple other creeds by
his vigorous presentation of Islam. In
this connection, a close appraisal of the
attitude of Maulvi Muhammad
Hussain Batalvi will enable us to arrive
at a right conclusion. Maulvi Sahib
pays a glowing tribute to the Promised
Messiah’s epoch-making book
Baraheen Ahmadivya. He writes: “This
book in these times is so great that it has
no parallel in Islam up to this time.
Allah mayv after that bring about an
event! (65:1) Its compiler has proved
steadfast in serving Islam by money, by
devotion, by pen and by the spoken
word. The like of him is hardly to be
found among the Muslims. If some one
takes our word as an exaggerated
expression, he should show us any