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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent,
the Merciful. ‘*All praise is due, and
rightly belongs to, Allah — the Fosterer
unto perfection of all the nations, of
all the worlds ; The Beneficent, the
Merciful ; Master of the day of Re-
quital. Thee do we scrve, and Thee
do we beseech - for heip. Guide us to
and on the right path, the path of
those upon whom Thou hast bestow-
ed favours, not thosec upon whom
wrath is brought down, nor those who
go astray.”’ Ameen.

The verses 1 have recited and trans.
lated constitute the first chapter of the
Holy Quran, and are called Al-Fatihah
which means the Opening. It is so called

because this prayer, this chapter, opens
the Holy Quran — the last revealed
Book of the Great Creator of the whole
universe. And what an openingitis!
For it is not only a sublime prayer,
without a parallel in any other religion,
but it is also a quintessence (a sublime
summary) of the Holy Quran. 1t is not
my purpose to embark upon the sea of
wisdom, guidance and Divine knowlcdgc
contained in, the Holy Quran and con-
densed in its opening chapter. As you
would have noticed from the transla-
tion of the opening chapter, it contains,
among other things, praise to our Mer-
ciful Providence for having revealed

to us not only His Being, but also His
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2 THE LIGHT

basie altributes which govern this world
and which led to the revelation of the
Holy Quran to foster man morally and
spiritually so that he may attain the
purpose of his creation in this world
and the Hereafter. It also seeks the
blessings and favours of Allah for our-
selves. And thus it is for the dual pur-
pose .of rendering thanksgiving to Allah
and for seeking His blessings and favours
that I have recited the sublime opening

prayer of the Holy Quran. That prayer
18 not Konlly an ideal opening for the
Holy Quran, but it is also an ideal open-
ing prayer for any occasion, ‘

Can we ever sufficiently thank Allah
for His great help and facilitation with-
out which we would not have been
blessed with this excellent centre for
our spiritual life ? You are better aware
than I of the heartbreaks, the trustra-
tions and the difficulties we have faced

in finding a suitable ceatre for our missi-

on in England. The problems of com-
paratively easy accessibility, of sufficient
space for saying prayers and holding
meetings, and for the residence of the
Imam, all in one 'place, were “almnst
impossible to resolve. But Allah, in His
infinite mercy guided us to the right
place, the best possible place. The
missionary zeal with which your presi-
dent, Mrs. Jamila Khan, and her colle-
agues looked for suitable place cannot
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be sufficiently praised. The Central
Anjuman in Lahore have asked me to
convey their appreciation and thanks to
Mrs. Jamila Khan and to all those who
helped her and worked with her to find
and secure this place. The coming genera-
tions of our members in England, and
all those who benefit from moral and
spiritual service rendered by this centre,
will also bless those who helped to
create this centre.

And that brings me to
whose generosity and c'harity enabled us
to acquire this valuable centre, Special
mention must be made in this con-
nection of our American ‘‘cousins’’
particularly : Dr. Numan Ilahi, Dr.
Abdullah Jan, Mian Fazli Ahmad, Mr.
Zafar Igbal Abdullah, Dr. Mazhar
Za‘im, Major-General Abdullah Saeed,
Mrs. Jaffar Hussaia, Mr. Jaffar
Hussain, Dr. Naseer vAhmad, Dr. Mu-
hammad Ahmad, Mrs. Mian Fazli
Ahmad, Mrs. Abdus Sattar, Mr.-Masud
Akhtar, Mrs. Zakiya Abdullah, Mrs.
Abdullah Saeed, Dr. Mrs. Fareeda Tahir,

the donors

‘Mrs. Qudsia Masud, Mr. Shahid Ahmad,
‘Mr. Abdul Jalil, Mr. I‘jaz llahi Malik,

Mrs. Shaheen Satlta_r,v_Dr._Zahivd Saeed,
Mr. Tariqg Ahmad Shadkat’, Mrs. Nasira
I‘jaz tlahi Malik, Mr. Khalid Beg, Mr.
Saeed Abdullah, Mrs. Muhammad
Abdulluh, Mrs. Zubaida Muhammad

Ahmad, Mrs. Yaseen Sahu Khan, Mr.
(Continued on page 20)
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QUAID-I-AZAM — A SYMBOL OF UNITY

The nation celebrated 34th death an-
‘niversary of Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad
Ali Jinnah, founder of Pakistan, on the
11th of this- month. Today, looking
back thirty-five years When Pakistan came
‘into being, efficacy of Quaid’s motto
“Unity, Faith and Discipline’’ comes
out all the more imperitive. The Quaid
very rightly saw that the nation needed
unity more than any thing else. Out of
a .scattered mass of Muslims - divided
by religious, political and regional pre-
judices, the Quaid compésed a united
front against the militant forces. The
‘d/riving force benind this uphill task was
(he cementing force of: Islamic brother-
hood. The Quaid with his indomitable
courage and deep faith in the brotber-

hood of Islam discouraged all sorts of
sectional, sectarian and parochial pre-

judices from making their headway into
the body politics of Muslims of India.
Mr. Sharif. al-Mujahid. in his book,
Quaid-i-Azam Jinnah, 'Studiés‘ inInterpre-
tation has summed up the checkered

situation through -which the Quaid led
the nation to the unique success, in the

follyowing words :

““Equally disappointing was Jmnah’
overtures to the pro- Congress groups.
Above all, he was cold-shouldered by
’the Congress-ahgned Khan Brothers
whose Khudai Khzdmatgars (“‘Red Shzrt”
movement) had come under the aegis of
the Congress smce 1931,

No less a source of headache for

Jinnah were the other provincial pames,
torn ‘as they were- largely by personal,

parochial, and regional floyaltictg and
ambitions., In.‘Begal,' Moulvi Fazlul
Haque (1873-1962) had set up the Krishak
Samity - Party. After having agreed to
serve on the League Provmcnal Parli-
amentary Board aiong thh the Umted
Muslim Party of Maulana Akram Khaw
(1869-1968) and the prestdency Mushm
League, Fazlul Haque backed_ out at
the last minute, since his impossible
démand that all the parliamentary board
members “should also' sign his ‘panyr’g
pledge was not met, The neighbouring
Assam was faction-ridden, with even the
League divided into .two' groups. Sind
stood fragmented ‘between three pamcs

(i) Haroon’s Sind United Party (on the
lines of "the Punjab Ubnionists Party);
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(i) The Khilafat Conference-oriented
Azad Party of Shaikh Abdul Majid
Sindi (1889-) and (ii)) Hidayatullah’s
Muslim Political Party. Besides Dr. Khan
Sahib’s (1882-1938) Khudai Khidmatgars
and Sir Abdul Qaiyum’s United"Muslim
Nationalist Party, Frontxcr ' flaunted
three Muslim splinter groups. In Bahar
Syed Abdul Aziz (b. 1885), consxdered
the most accredited Mushm leader,
clected to work through hxs Umte,d
Pariy. In C.P,, Rauf Shah (d '1950)
along with th:rteen others res:gned their
membershlp of the provmcxal parl|a~
mentary . board, chiefly on
'gro‘und‘s, ‘and launched anew, “Muslim

personal

Parllamentary Party, to ﬁght.-thé elocé
tions. Likewise, C. Abdul Hakim foun-
‘ded the Madras Presidency Muslim Pro-
gressive Party. The Ahrars dete_,sted the

League beacuse the Qadianis were not‘__

barred from it ; Maulana Zafar Ali Khan
and his Ittihad-i-Millat, on the other
hand, refused to‘ct)opcrate because the
Ahrars were not excluded from it.”
(pp. 27, 28)

Various political and religious organ-
izations  had different objectives before
them. Each was mterested in achlevmg
its ob_]ecuve to the exclusaon of others.
But one man, who wanted to brmg all
together and achxeve treedom for all —
‘Was Quand-l-Azam His strong and inte-

‘ligent advocacy for a separate home
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land for Muslims to evolve their own
democratic ways. within the framework.
of Islamxc ideals guaranteemg religious
and , pohtlcal freedom, won him the dis-
tinction of carving outa state unique in .

the annals of history, It was not less
than a mu'acle But ‘the fact remains
that the key to Qua:d’s success: was his._
ﬁrm belief i in the f undamentals of Islamlc
brotherhood free from regxonal and
sectanan prejudtces. In thxs connecuonv
hxs followmg words should serye asa
Magna Charta for the citizens of Pakis-
tan :

“You are free. Youare Irce to go

.to your ‘temples, you arc free to

g0 to your mosques or to any other

places of worship in the State of

Pakistan. You may belong to any reli-

gion - or caste or creed—-—that has

nothing to .do with: the busmess of
the State....We are startmg wnh thls
fundamental - prmclple that we are all
citizens . and ‘equal citizens of one

State.’’ — (Presidential Address tothe

Constituent . Assem_bly _of Pakistan,

“August I1,1947)

Steady growth of democratic institu:
tions in a coubntry is a basic need.:
These insti'tutiohs provide ' a healthy
forum forelected representatives to thiok
over 1mportant national and international
problems dip a dlspassmnate manner,
But if decxslons are dictated by fanatic:
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ism and self-interest without taking into
consideration norms of justice and over-
all interest of the nation,
democratic institutions miserably fail in
’diSéharging their duties and‘cdnsequent-'

ly irreparable

integrity and solidarity of the CO'u'ntrjr{

The Quran has repeatedly emphasised
the need for tolerance and justice in
pnvate and pubhc matters. Judicious
exercise of freedom of expression and
tolerance at all levels of national life
is an - essen*lal pre- reqmsxte for
healthy development of democratic in-
stitutions which foster unity and solidarity

in a nation.

Uafortunately ~the -Quaid. did not live
long to educate and further consolidate
Muslim political thought in the country
on the. lines he worked throughout his
life.. With the decline of Muslim League
as an effective political party, elements
against the creation of Pakistan raised

their .heads and regional and sectarian-

issuesjwere-whipped up.to discupt national
solidarity."

These days strenuous efforts are being
made - to strcngthcn. bonds of unity and
sohdarny in thc couatry, Unity in thought
and acuon 1s an essentxal pre- rcqulsntc
10, nauonal sohdamy The only way to
achieve this goal is. to follow thc pre-
jcepts- of - the . Founder: of-‘.P,akxs_tan.‘by
;‘ins’titutionalising democratic ways-iand

then such.

Joss is caused to the
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guaranteeing freedom to -each and. every
ene.

"The' first word in’ Quaid’s motto is
“Unity”’ which shows how- greatly he
felt its. need for fighting the Muslim
cause in this Sub-contin:nt_. 1t is also in-
dicative of the fact that the people of
Pakistan should not only struggle for,the
unity and solidarity of thclr own country,
but for the whole Mushm world May
Allah enable us to fulfil the honourous
task entrusted to us by our beloved
Quaid-i-Azam.

CORRECTION

The Wokmg Mushm Mission, Eng-
land was founded by Hazrat Khwaja
Kamai- ud-Dia in 1912, It was' " wrongly
given as 1922 on page I ‘of ‘our last
issuc. We regret the mlstake

"Manager

‘ID MUBARAK
*Id al-Azha will be celebrated on 29th
of September, 1982. We wish all our
readers and well-wishers a very happy
<Id Mubarak. Manager

s sv—

ISLAM IS MODERN
by Maulana Sadr-ud-Din
Pp. 82 $ 0.20
TABLE TALK
by Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din
| Pp. 132§'1.00
-DARUL KUTUB ISLAMIA
15. Brandreth Road.: Labore - Pakistan
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A view point
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Urgent need for the Introduction of
Hijrah Calendar

by MUHAMMAD SAMI‘ ULLAH

Arrangements are in hand at Govern-

mentlevelin Pakistan and in some other.

Muslim countries to commemorate the
advent of 15th Century of Hijrah in a
befitting manner. This is in keeping with
the ideological character of an Islamic
State. The event should, however, not
remain confined to the holding of semin-
ars, rallies and public celebrations ;
rather it must take meaningful and

practical measures to enforce Hijrah

‘Calendar (and the Islamic ideal way of |

life it-entails) in the country and Muslim
world at large for. the good of all con.
cerned.

The Chrlsuan era (Gregorian Calcndar)
which is generally in operation today

is at variance with our traditions. Besi-

des being foreign to Islam, the Christian
era starts* from the -so-called ¢‘Cruci-
fixion’* of Jesus, -

Naturally, then, a calendar, based
on wrong and polythmstxc notions and
that too against tbe‘_ revealed truths,
(Verses 157-158° of Surah Al-NISA)
can not fit in with the spirit of Islamic

way'of life, Our era is Hijrah, which

has been introduced with a definite aim

and purpose in view and we, as Muslims,

are duty bound to bring it in vogue both
for the cause of ‘ideological distinc-
tion as well as for quallfymg ourselves
for the ‘blessings of Allah which He
confers upon whom who live in accor-
dance - with the Divine Scheme of life en-
shrined in the Qur’an and the Sunnah.
Why Hijrah was chosen?

A question may come to mind as to
why the Hijrah was chqscn"as the starting
point of the Islamic calendar year aﬁd
not the dates of the birth and the death
of the Holy Prophet, 'the dates of the
revelation of the Qur’an or | the dates
of the' victories in the battlefields, such

as the conquest of Mecca or triumphs
(Coatinued on p. 23)

* Some scholars’ dlsagrce with this
view-point. According- to thém the
Christian era started with the birth of
Prophet Jesus., There are, however, dis-
crepancies “in the Christian Calendar’it-
self. Prophet Jesus was born in'7 B. C,
while the Calendar started seven years
later. Some disagree with' this account as
well,
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Definition of a Muslim in the light of the

Quran and the Sunnah — 1l

by HAFIZ MAULANA SHER MUHAMMAD
Rendered into English by Masud Akhtar, B.A.,LL.B.

Before going into the teachings of the
Holy Qur’an and Sunnah. about who is
a Muslim, we deem it necessayy to state
that Islam has granted cofnpletc freedom
of professing any religion and has
guaranteed complete freedom of belief
and' .conduct io accordance with an in-
‘dividual’s religious belicf. Even the most
modern secular state like the U.S.A. do
not grant that much - freedom of religion
to its citizens as has been guaranteed by
Islam in as much as these modern states
_require the dodduct,oractio_ns‘ of a citizen
to conform to the laws of the State when
such laws are in conflict with their. reli-
gious belief. Thusa dnstmcuon s made
between the rehgmus ‘belief” dnd ‘ccn-
duct.’ There is complete freedom of be.
lief but ot that of cond uct. As agamsc
this, Islam guarantees complete freedom
of both ‘religicus bchef’ and ‘conduct’,
if such conduct is iraeeable to one’s re-
ligious belief. Under the teachings of
Islam, professmg any, rehgious ‘belief, is
an individual’s personal nght, -exercise
whereof is in his absolute will and .wis-
dom. If the governments were to deter-
mine as to what is the religion. of a per-
son in complete defcte_hce to the profess-

ed behefs of an mdmdual then no’ rel;-
gnous mmonty, be they Muslims or non-
Mushms, shail cver be able to dream of
the ‘{reedom of rehguon guaranteed by
lslam nay, therc will be no rellglon
left.
Muslim as defined in the Holy Qur’an
B 1. “‘But those who believe in our Ayaat
(messages) so they are Muslims”* (30:53).
2. ¢*Say,. we believe in Allah and that
which is revealed to us, and that, which
was revealed to, Abraham and Ishmael
and. Isaac and Jacob and the tribes, and
that which was given to Moses and
Jesus and to the. Prophets from their

‘Lord ; we make no distinction between

any of them, and to Him we are Mus-
limoon (i.e. to Him. we submit).”
(3 :83)

3. “The dwellers of the desert say :
We believe. Say : . You believe not, but-
say, ‘we became Muslims ; .and;/faith
has not yet entered - into. your h_e'ax_rts.?,’;
(49 : 14)

4. “And say not to any one who offers

you salutation, Thou ‘art not _{d-beli-’

ever”. (4 : 94)

" The above four verses have been selec-
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ted from various Surahs of the Holy
Qur’an to bring home to the. readers the
fact of how liberal a view in the matter
of one’s being a Muslim has been re:
vealed by Allah to the Holy Prophet

Mubammad, .peace  and blessings of

Allah be upon him. The, verse (30:53)
requires a belief in the Ayaat or messages
of Allah to be called a Muslim. Verse
(3:83) in fact is an explanation to
(30 : 53) whereby a “beliel in our Ayaat’
‘has been explained to be a belief in
Allah and thc messages brought by all
the Messengers of Allah without mak-
ing' any distinction between them -and
acknowledging to be a Muslim to-Allah.
Verse (49 : 14) declares that even if the

faith‘ has not entered into the’ heart ofia

‘person but he professes it he:is to-be
deemed to be a Musl\m This gwes “the
fine distinction bctwcen a ‘Mumin’ and
a *Muslim®. Verse (4 : 94) enlarges the
l'i'b:rél view of the matter to the extent
that one who offers | you salutation -(in
Islamic manaer) he is not to be calléd a

non-believer.

..If, inspite of the; bccurrence; of,,these.

verses.in the.Holy Qur’an and in spite of
expressing belief in the Holy Qurlan as
the:; word. . of . Allah,, one chooses to by-
pass these, and .indulges  in proclaiming
Kufr on those who profess. to.be .Musz
lims,, then:Allah alone can forgive them
for this sin.
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Muslim as defined in Hadith

Now Jlet us:see how the Holy Pro-
phet Muhammad, péace and blessings
of Allah be upon him, on whom the
above verses of the Qur’an were revealed
expresses. his views.in this,.matter, ;

.+ 1, Hazrat. Umar,; Allah ., be ;pleased
with him,. narrated that.once. Gabrael
came to-a . meeting . of. the..Holy:Pro,
phet Muhammad,  peace and blessings
of - Allah.::be .upon.:him, i-and::in;
quired,  ‘What ' is - “Islam?’: The --Holy.
Prophet replied; “‘Islam is.that. you bear
witness- that there is no god but. Allab
and ~that Muhammad-is. the ~méssenger
of Allah and keep up the Iprayers-and
pay Zakat, and- keep fastin Ramazan
and ‘ perform :-pilgrimage- to.'Kasbah
if'you have 'means--for it."" (Mishkat |
al-Masabeeh, Kitab al-Iman)

2. Ibn Umar narrat_ed; ““The Messen«
ger of Allah, peace and blessings of
Allah be no him, said : “‘Islam 'is built
on five (things) : the bearin‘g ' of witness
that there isno god but Allah and that
Muhammad is the Messengcr of Allah
and keeping up of prayer and the pay-
ment of Zakat and the pilgrimage-and
fasting in Ramazan. (Bukhari, 2 : 1
Kitab al-Iman)

3. Anas said, *‘The Méssenger of Allah,
peace and blessings of Allah be on him,
said : “Whoever bears witness that there
is” no god but ‘Allah',' offers prayers
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as we do and turns his face to our
Qiblah and eats the-animal slaughtered
by -us, he-is a-Muslim for whom-is the

covenant'iof * Allah -and the covenant of.

{he ‘Messenger of-Alldh.”’ (Bukhari, 8:28)
“"And in"Bukhari, kitab al-Salat, Bab,
Fazal  Istaqbal™ al-Qiblah — instead of
the” words - ‘for whoim 'is thé''Covenant
of Allab’ and ‘the‘“covenant of ‘the
Messeriger of Allah’ the'words, ‘for him
is ‘that’ is' for*Musliths 4nd.‘on him is
‘that"is'on'a Muslim” i'é. he has’ the
rights and liabilritie's of a Muslim' like
otber Muslims.

4 “Whoevcr recites ‘Therc is no god
but Allah’, and dies thereafter sticking
to; this belief, he will enter ‘thé para-
dise.” (Mishkat al-Masabeeh, Kitab al-
'Iman)

5. Abu Hurairab said, ‘The Prophet
peace and blessings of Allah be on him,
was one day sitting outside among the
people when a man- came to him and
asked, ‘what is Islam?’. The Prophct
_peace and blessings of Allah be “on him,
said, ‘“‘Islam is that thou shalt worship
Allah and not associate aught with Him
and that thou keep up prayer and pay

the Zakat as ordamed and fast in Ram-

adzan.”’ (° Bukhart 2:36)

6. The Holy Prophet, psace and bless- .

ings of Alldh -be  on’ him, used -to' say,
*fslam "is' the ‘name of your ‘apparent
conduct’ (or “actions). ‘and Iman ‘is the
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name of the belief which you entertain
in your heart.”-
“*?.-Islam -is ten parts, whomsoever
could ‘not get even one of it his life
went- waste.and that first part is that one
bears witness that there is no god but
Allah - by rreciting which he enters ‘the
Millat (Islam). Narrated by Tibrani from
Ibn Abbas—Kanz al-Ummal, vol. 1, 8-9)
8‘ Abu Saeed -Khudri narratcd that
Khaltd bin« Waleed asked for the per-
mission of the Prophet for kmmg a
person. The Holy Prophet did’ not
permit saymg, ¢May be ‘he offers. Salat
{prayers). Theréupon Khahd sdid; ¢ There
are many who offer" salat’ and’ they
profess from’ thcirf.'moﬁths what is ‘ot
in “‘their “hearts.” Theé’'Holy Prophet
rephed“‘! have not ‘been’ ordainc“d 10

‘cut''open *the hearts of' the people and

search * for their inner intentions.”
(Agreed’ ‘upon) ‘Ta'rjahzan—’z%s—‘Simnah,
vol. 2,'p. 135.
~+9,'Usamah lbn Zaid narrated from
Ibn Abi-Shaibah:: He: said : The Holy
Prophet sént us to‘a battle in'the mor-
ning.“We fought* agamst Hurqat ‘who
are from Juhinah. During-the:encoun-
ter I found-~a-person~whorecited .La
ilaha illa Allah. Bven then I killed
him with my spear. Thereafter it occurred
to my mind and I stated this event to
the -Holy Prophet. Thc Prophet of Allah
enquired, .«Had he - recited ‘Lailaha
illa Allah’ and even then you killed him.”’
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I said, ““O Messenger of Allahi, he had
recited it- under : fear of my weapons.”
The Prophet replied, “‘Did you tear open
his' ‘heart  so as to be -able -to know
as b‘ 'td whether he had recited, ‘La ilaha

| 1lla Allah* from “his heart?” and the:

'Prophet kept - repeatmg this so much
-that l desired that ‘I could have em-
braced Tslam only on that day. (Muslzm,
| Bab, Tahreem Qatal al- Kaﬁr ba‘da Qaul,
La ilaha illa Allah)

The above Saymgs of the Holy Prophet
~ peace and blessmgs of Allah be on him, .

‘cstabllsh wrthout an rota of doubt“

that a person ’s apparent conduct that
he -professes belief in Allah and asso-,
ciates none with Him and offers prayers

like the Muslims offer facmg towards .

_the Qrblah eats the animal slaughtered
by Muslims, pays Zakat and observes

fasting in the month of Ramazan like

-other Musltms,;suﬁices for his being
recognized as a. Muslim and a probe

into his internal condition as to whether’
his . belief is, only tongue-deep or heart-

deep is not allowed,
Muslim in xthei,eyéé: of Jurists
Havin'g”knvo‘wh ‘the teachings of the
: Qur an and the Sunnah, we now proceed
to ss c ‘how well-known Muslim junsts and
Imams of Figah have defined a Muslim.

N Imam . Abu‘ Mansoor Mubammad
‘Tareedi .

Ibo ‘Muhammad *Hanfi' Ma
Samarqandi wrote: ‘‘If any one likes

door open for them,’
Umar assumed silence.” (Kitab al-Aam,
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to be counted - amongst the.. Ummah
of the Holy ‘Prophet Muhammad, then
he has simply’ to recite.*La-Ilaha: illa
Allah .Muhammad  ar Rasul Allah’
(There "is no _'god»--.‘.butm.,:Altlah, and
Muhammad' is the . Messenger of: Allab)
and confirm, it with his hgart, so.heisa
believer even though. he may not, be in-

/ formed upon obligatory: and prohtbrtory

injunctions. (Sharah quah- -Akbar,

-published by Dairatul . Ma aut‘ P 34) .

2. Hazrat Imam ,Shaafar, mercy of
Allan be on him, wrot’e‘, It was Teport-
ed to Hazrat Umar, Allah be pleased{
with hlm thataccrtam pcrson was not
a bellever from his heart and ‘was a Mus-,
lim only outwardly Hazrat Umar in-
qu:red from him *Is not it true that } you
became Muslim only outwardly and m‘
reality you are not a ‘Muslim? Your
object in embracmg Islam has only
been to enJoy the rlghts of a Muslim?
In reply . that . person. anmred ‘from
Hazrat Umar ‘Does Islam’ completely‘
deprive such peoplc of rlghts who accept
Islam outwardly and does not leave any
door open for them 2 *Hazrat Umar

‘Yes Islam has left the‘
and then Hazrat

in reply -said,
vol. 6, p. 159) -

-3, The author of Lisaan Al Hukkam
wrote s “*It. is  written.in the Commen-
tary ‘of .Qadoori: that. evep -if a person,
is an atheist or an idolator or one who



September 24, 1982

believes in God but "alsb believes in

other - associates of God when he recites
‘La ilaha illa Allah’ (there is no god but-

Allah) then he enters in Islam or when
he says I believe ~ that the Holy
Préphef ‘Muhammad peace and blessings
of AHah be on him, is a Messenger of

Allab, then he enters in the pale of Islamt
bccause _the _demer.s_ .of I.s_lamg,shun re-

citing or making these statements. Thus
when a person manifests acknowledging

any” one “of ‘the two statements then

he will be tak:n out of the fold of the
non-Muslim and will be deciared a Mus-
lim.”” (Lisaan Al-Hukkam — Footnote
on Moinul Hukkam, p. 204)

4. Allama Ispahani (AIIah mercy be on
him) wroté § “Accordmg t6 Islamic Sha-
riah, Islam is of two types. One Islam is
below Iman ‘and that is. acknowledgmg

- with tongue and reciting the Kalimah,
_This entitles one to security of life and is
not conditioned 'with the correctness of
belief. The ‘verse . of the Qur’an - ‘the
,dwcllers of the desert’ say, we' helteve
say to them, you have ‘not become
Mumms rather say we became Muslim’
refers to this type of Islam. The other

'type of Islam .is that: which:is  higher

than Iman and it is, that in: addmon
to recital of the Kalzmah the heart also

‘testifies the bzlief ‘and such a perso“n~
‘manifests his faithfulness. by .his.conduct

too, .and -completely. submits. to all the
injuanctions of Allah, this type of Islam

THE LIGHT 1

is referred to in the verse of the Que’an

regarding Hazrat ~ Ibrahim. (Abraham)
in ‘these

words®. (Mufradat, Imam

Ragh:b p. 240) -

5. Hazrat Shah Wali Allah Muhaddath
Dehlvi (Allah’s mercy be on hlm) wrote
The Prophet Muhammad peace “and
blessmgs of Allah be on him, has' siated
two types of Iman. Onc is that on whxch
worldly mjunctzons are’ dependent cg
security of life- and property and

. application is to such matters as mdl-

cate submxssxon and these are that the

iHoly Prophet Muhammad peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him, sa:d

‘I have been ordamed thad (strugglc)
thh the peOple ml such t:me as they

‘tesmy that none except Al!ah is worthy of

worshlp and Muhammad lS the Messen-

ger of Allah’ and oﬂ’ers prayers and

pays 'Zakat when tbey do this, they
wxll find secunty of life and _property’
except. for the calls of [slam on them
and whatever. sms or dlsobed:ence they
will, mdulge in secretly Allah wm take
account - for. that fr,om.,.thern. - The
Holy Prophet Muhammad;upeace’ and
blessings of Allah be on him, has said,
*Whoever, offers prayers. as. we -do-and
takes our-Qiblah for his Qiblah ‘end eats
from-.the :animal slaughtered by. us, he

is a Muslim ‘for whom there is a cove-

niant of Allah ‘and His Messenger so do
not. do -any. foul in that covenant ; and
(Contmued on page 17)
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Books on Islam.....

The unique literature which has wrought transformation in the thinking .of the
. modern world

The Holy Qur’an (English Translation -

with Arabic Text. and. Exhaustive Com-
mentary) by Maulana Muhammad Ali,
Seventh Edmon, on. Bible paper, pp-
1256, cloth bound. $12.00
Deluxe edition with golden edge. $ 20 00

««To deny its excellence is to deny light
of the sun...Maulana Muhammad Ali of
Comrade was enthralled by it.’

— Maulana Abdul Majid Daryabadi.
Living Thoughts of the Prophet Muhammad
by Maulana Muhammad Ali

«The learned author tells in superb
style about the 'Holy Prophet — his mis-
sion and his achievements. The treat-
ment of “his sub_]ect is vcry loglcal and
based on authorltles of undxsputed evi-
dence — The szzl & Military Gazette,
‘Lahore. v pp. 153, §1.00
‘ Anecdotes from the Life of the Propliet
Muharimad by Mumtdz ‘Ahmad Faruqui
»LwTHe author Has got together all ‘the
facts ""that' a"Muslim" or 2 non-Muslim
aught’to: know +about -the great:Holy
Prophet-Muhammad.

" wAnecdotes from the life of the Pro-
phet are réally illusttative 'of the life he
lived. - The profound mieaningi of Islam
has-been -brought ¢to :lifei’The author
writes with simplicity.. For the busy read-
ers it is. one of the best books on the

subject— Amrit Bazar Patrzka, Calcutta
- pp.r102, $ 0.60

A Manual of Hadith
by Maulana Muhammad Ali
]t is in reality a-digest of Islam be-
ing an excellent collection of the -Qur’a-
nic quotations and significant sayings of
the Holy Prophet Muhammad’ (peace
and blessings-of' Allah-~be‘upon: hxm), on
numeérous- subjects, - which. .almost cover
the whole range of human experience. .«
pp- 418, $ 6.50
The Religion of Islam
by Maulana Muhammad Ali
Pp. XXXVII+710.
Third Revised Edition. $ 7.50
«] have glanced through parts ofit,
it is an extremely useful work almost in '
dispensable to the students of Islam.”’
“Dr. Muhammad Igbal,” The Poet-
Phitosopher-of ‘Pakistan.
Teathings of Islam
by Hazrat Mirza:Ghulam Ahmad.
' pp. 226, § 0.50
“An inspiring work, a scholastic pro-
duction- of,a great . genius, dealing ‘with
the following questions purely in the
light'of the Qur’an : (1) The physical,
mioral ‘and spiritual condition ' of man.
(2) Thestate ‘of mian“in the- affer:life.’
(3)The reak.:object: of theriexistence:iof
man ;and .means of its iattainment. (4)
The ‘effect of actions.in the present life
and the life to come,and (5) The sources
of Divine Knowledge.
“'DARUL"KUTUB ISLAMIA
15 Brandreth Road, Lahore'- Péklstan



September 24, 1982

THE LIGHT 13

The Most Merciful Allah

PROF. MIRZA HABIB-UR-RAHMAN, M.A.

Submission to Allah

A man, lying prostrate before Allah
and shedding tears for the forgiveness
of his sins and moral uprightness of
his soul, is surely blessed with God’s
pardon, for He is most Merciful. Many
wicked characters have shone -forth as
good and virtuous patriots by shedding
blood for the sake of Islam and his
»country. Many a- zealous devotee has
beamed like drops of dew by incessantly’
.worshlppmg God and serving mankind

wnth unselfish motives. Many a Mushm,'
thh his_ chamy, benevolence and reli-

~gxous faith, has eamed immortal fame.

‘Between vice and virtue there exists a

very narrow chink. It is only our actions,
th motives‘, our efforts which make our

~ deeds good or bad A mischievous urchin.

plays the wag, and’ gives away coins

heated in. ﬁrc, to the beggars passmg
on the way side, His excessive delight
to see the beggars twist and distort
while receiving the heated coin, is de-
vmsh It is no charity but a waggish

trxck of pure and simple sin.

. Drops. of tears shed on the death of
near,, and.. dear. ones or on, ailments apd
losses sustained, .droop, our health and
strength and forebode sorrows and evil

days., The jovial and, convivial mour-
ners sipk into men; of ,gloomy and re-
tired habits, - Spmetimes ,.this ymalady
takes  a, very, serious. shape,, The. sad
tears that ,flow . duripg wails and Jamen;.

tations eat..up. the yitals, of, human

“organs. - Drops, of ,teazs,:',;whiﬁh Arickle:

due. to.repentance while pffering, prayers:
before ..God, are;highlyxdluedi and. bring;
forth .eternal bliss,  peace -and;content-;
ment in. thehuman-heart. Divioe bless-:
ings, like pall .of .clouds; -down., upon;
sincerely repentant men, self-satisfaction,’
security, ‘piety ;and chastity. T héy start:
a, . new, life.; Fear, of  God.;eventually:
lays the foundation :of friendship with:
Him. This. :Djving,friendship: glorifizs-
us and  bestows upon. us His, jllimi-
table .|, bounties, . peac,:,“ godlmess ;
selfzsatisfaction. W,e | have  only
to.carcy out. His  precepts .and  .to-
perform , good, .. charitable.-and. . reli--
gious dutaes:submxsswely and honestly.‘
Gods: and; His, fear. . should" settle_

our hearts and ,;brood over our minds.
It is then,that we knock off all world-,
ly.  shackles, and bonds..of, ignprance,

'immod,esty; and unbridled passions. Self;.

purification breeds Divine good-will and
gentle accord.
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Sacrifice for a noble cause

Drops of 'blood,‘shed for saving the
life, honour and chastity of ‘man-
kind, are consecrated by God Those,
who in the past ventured on unwho-
lesome ground, are sanctified and be-
“come the objects of veneration by dropé
of blood which fall for a nobler and
more righteous cause. Blood-thirsty
villains ‘and - dare-devils open the way

to bloodshed and murder, fatally injure

liarmless persons to wreak vengeance

on baseless -grounds. They lose on all"
hands and end by ruining their lives.
Even saintfy person‘s,‘\‘with .all’thcif pray-
ers, can hardly reform those who are in

league with devil, who inostigates them,

puts ~them on new' devices and thus
these impudent knaves are eternally do-

omed to 'Hell, The lion brooks no one:

to cross his dangerous path. Similarly.

the: foul fiends brook no delay in de-

viating people from the right path.

~‘'With clouded minds’and eclipsed hearts’

they fall ‘a prey to allsorts of despic-
able’engagements. Love of venal beauties
tempt them to follow- different unlaw-
ful ‘and scomful methods. Gamblers.

and: fraudulent gamesters often lose their

fortune and so hanker after pelf by illegal
means.. They ‘'too shed honest people’s
drops of 'b!qod for squeezing money.

‘ -"The ‘pat‘riotic,'phil'a_ntbrop’ic‘ and be:
nivolent deeds are always-marked - by
devotion for . the well-being of human
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kind. Their deeds and activities beam
like dr0ps of dew. If these deeds are
of a temporary nature, they grow in-
distinct like the drymg up of dew- drops
1fofa permanent type, they are 1ike drops
of water, which transform into beautiful
pearls and gems.

_If drops . of water. co,ntivnuo_,tvxsly fall’
and are accumulated, they assume the
strength of a ﬁowinAg'Stream,_vdr,a river.
In accordance with the ;'injunction,s ol
God, let us strain every nerve to con-
tinue offering prayers. permanently,. for
no othcr purpose than - pleasing A“dh
and wmnmg His good-will. -When ourv
hearts  will be the'sacred rcposntory ot:
God, His fear will, cnable us to go on
domg virtuous acuons at the same time
we. shall develop strong batred for moralv
dclmqucncncs and worldly avarlcc True

‘ worshlp will evolve magaetic powcr whlch

is hkely to penetrate into the hearts of .
pcople who, stunned and entranced,

will cudgel “their brains for adoptmg
better and more plOﬂS ways ofhfc As'
desnrcd by God, these true-hearted heroes
shnclded by angels ; their ‘prayers are’
granted : they | are blessed with true
dfeams ; th\eir very looks suffice to con-
vert the on-lookers -into noble and
humane citizens. They become the foun--
tain-head of transformmg the wicked,.
lhc lewd and the avaricious ‘class into
a morally good company. Like drops’

(Continued'on p.'17)
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JIHAD IN ISLAM

by PANDIT SUNDER LAL
English translation by Syed Assadullah, India

The term Jihad bears a variety of
~ cannotations .in the Quran. The ordi-
. nary sense -of the term is ‘‘to try to set
things right’’ or simply ‘to exert’in a
good cause.

The expression Jihad fi-Sabilillah mean-
ing to exért in the way of Allah, has
been used very freely in the Quran. In
the initial stages of the Prophetic mis-
sion, adherents of the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) saught refuge in Ethiopia, in con-
sequence of their pcfsecution ‘by the
tribe of Quraish. The Quran designated
their action as ‘Jihad of life and proper-
ty in the way of Allah.’ |

“Verily, those who believed and fled
(their homes) @nd struggled bard in
Allah’s way with their wealth .and
their lives, and those who gave shelter
and helped — these are friends one of
another.”” (The Quran, 8 : 72)

“But those who belicved and fled
(their country), and struggled hard in
Allah’s way, and those who gave shelter
and helped — these are the true believers.
For them is.forgivencss and an honour-
able provision.”’ (The Quran, 8 : 74)

‘““And those who believed afterwards

and ﬂed (their country), and struggled
hard along with you, they are of you”.
(8:176)

This type of Jihad did not involve: any
use of ‘arms’. In fact, at this stage, per-
mission to' take u‘p arms had not been
given. On the other ha_nd,,thc‘ injunc-
tion was not to retaliate, but to bear
every ordeal with patiénce, as far as
possible, and to return good for evil.

The Quran indeed asked t,he‘Prophe_t'
(peace and blessings of Allah be on l/)im)
to go on persuading Sternuously in aﬂ'ec;
tion and gcod will not merely his. oppo-
nents in Mecca but even. those followers
of his who were not wholely sincere in
their profession or were hypocritcsl to
follow the path of righteousness. Persua-
tion also was called Jihad (The Quran,
9:73,66:9). |

In the face of these clear statemeﬂts,‘
Maulana Mubammad Ali in his commen-
tary of the Quran, says :

*‘To give to the term Jihad the mean-
ing of ‘to fight with arms’is to betray
rank ignorance of the ldlom and usage
of the Arabic lauguage

The Quran asks the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be on bim): -
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¢‘So obey not the disbelievers, and strive

against them a mighty striving with it.””

(The Quran, 25 : 52)

Commenting on this verse, Maulana
Muhammad Ali says :

““This verse affords a clear proof of the
significance of the word jihad, as used
in the Holy Quran. Every exertion to
spread the Truth is, according to this
verse, a jihad ; nay, it is called the jihad
kabir or the great jihad.A Fighting In
‘defence of religion received the name of
Jihad, because under the circumstances
it became necessary for the Truth to
live and prosper; if fighting had not
been permitted, Truth would surely have
been uprooted. The commentators all
accept this significance of the word here.

It should be noted that the greatest jihad -

which a- Muslim can carry on is one by
means of the Quran, to which the perso-
nal pronoun it at the end of the verse

unquestionably refers, because it must be
carried on by every Muslim under all

circumstances. (Edition 1951, pp. 705)
The Quran has repeatedly called mi-
gration to another place or secking
refuge from persecution and proteéting
one’s faith and patiently enduring the
“gonsequent - suffering as a ‘‘great Jihad”’
(Thé Quran, 16;110). The Quran calls the
giving of anything in charity, the taking

care of the indigent and the orphans,

the offerings of help toothers, the
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enduring of suffering as *Jihad-fi-Sabi-
lillah’, There is a well-known saying of
the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) in which he des-
ignates the control of one’s anger, desires
and passions as the Gread Jihad”. [t
is the conquering of the self which in
Arabic is called the Great jihad or the
Greatest Jihad .

Activities such as prayer, fasting and
dispensing of charity are called Mujahi?
dah, a term derived from the same root as
that from which the term Jikad is deriv-
ed.

. We may, with confidence, assert three
things in respect of this term Jihad :

(1) Wherever this term has been used
in the Quran, it does not signify orimply
the use of arms. In the matters religious
it denotes ‘a worthy striving ’. |

(2) Nowhere in the Quran is thcv‘term
Jihad used to denote ONLY ‘fighting.
with arms’’, ‘ ‘

¢(3) There is no doubt that in parti-
cular situations, the Quran gives per-
mission to take up arms. But in. the
language used, the term ‘Jihad’ is not
employed. On the other hand, the term
used is ‘Qital’, to fight! Qo the subject
of Jihad the works that need to be
consulted are: Jihad by Maulvi Chiragh
Ali, and Al-Jihad-fil-Islam by Maulana
Abdul Kalam Azad. (The Gita and the
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Quran by Pandit Sunder Lal Tr, by Syed
‘Assad-Ullah, pp. 133-137, ed. Ist publis-
ed ‘by Institute of Indo-Middle East
Cultural Studies, Hyderabad, INDIA).

e alemsen il e

THE MOST MERCIFUL ALLAH
, (from p. 14)

of water which chadge into a. river,
ceaseless deeds of piety of these virtuous
people bring about radical chadnges in
the moral calibre of the multitude. ‘

The hearts of the wicked and im-
moral persons are blocked with heavy
obstacles that do not allow them to
travel through life piously and charit-
ably. On the other band, the hearts
“of the righteods persons are completely
stainless like bright nurror. There
are no impediments for them to travel
on the angelic path to discern Allan
and near His voice. The light in their
hearts is- the true reflection. or Divine
radiance. Thus they uaceasingly perform
-virtuous deeds and never disregard Divine
will and His mandates. Their hearts
arc like the purest white snow, perlecily
clear, free from moral defilement and
worldly pollution, bence fit for sac-
red and Divine services.

LHLLATHLE LETLELLRSL L BREE HE QLS

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION
Rs. 25.00 or £ 4.00 or $ 8.00
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DEFINITION OF A MUSLIM...
~ (from p. i1) "
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings of Allah be on him, said :
These things are the basis of I}nar\i,__any
one who recites from his tongue ‘La
Ilaha illa Allah’ never call him Kafir for
anj sin nor consider him out of ”thc
pale of Islam for any bad deed.” (Hayat
al-Balighah, vol. 1, Al.Qissam al-Thani
min Abwab al-Iman, p. 322)

BOOKS ON ISLAM
THE NEW WORLD ORDER
by Maulana Muhammad Ali
“The author well-known in the East
and West as an erudite thinker, prolific
writer and an ardent missionary of
Islam, makes a tho‘fough‘“analysis'_ of the
complicated problems of the world, aris-
ing out of the materialistic philosophy‘
and civilisation of the West and boldly
prescribes for the ills of the suffering
humanity. The author examines in the
light of the Qur’anic injunctions, the
various solutions offered by Islam to the
numerous problems " of the modero
world”’. — The Dawn, Karachi.
Pp. 170, $-1.00-
THE GREAT RELIGIONS OF THE
WORLD
by Mrs. Ulfat Samad
| Pp. 265,.$ 2.00!
- DARUL KUTUB: ISLAMIA

15, Brandreth Road, Lahore, Pakistan
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“Muhammad” -his teachings on Women

by ANNIE BESANT

We will now consider his teachings on
women. How the world has misuader-

stood the Prophet of Arabia in his teach-

ings about women'? They say he taught
that they had no souls. Why slander
God’s Prophet ? Listen to what he really
taught ¢
“‘Whoso doeth evil shall be rewarded
for it, and shall not find any patron or
helpcr besides God ; but whoso doeth
good' works, whether he be male or
female, and is a true believer, they
shall be admitted into paradise and
shall not in the least be unjustly dealt
with’’ (The Quran, chépter 4).
“Verily the Muslims of either sex, and
the true belicvers of either sex, and the
devout men and the devout women, and
the mean. of veracity and the women of
veracity, and  the
the patient women, and the humble men
and the humble women, and the alms-
givers of the either sex, and the men
who fast .and the women who fast, and
the chaste: men and the chaste women,
and those of the either sex who remem-
ber God frequently : for them both God
prcpared forgiveness and a great reward”’
(The Quran, chap. 34). |
¢ will not suffer the work of bhim

among you who worketh to be lost,

patient men and

whether he be male or female, the one

of you is from the ‘other’’. (The

Quran, chap. 3)

Moreover, a great .respect to women
was inculcated by the Prophet !

¢O men : fear your Lord, Who hath
created you out of one man and' his

wife ;1 and from them two hath multx-
plied many men and women ; and
fear God by whom ye beseech one
another, and respect women who have
borne you, for God is watching over”’
(The Quran, chap. 4).

«“Mens souls are naturally
to covetousness ; but if ye be kind
and fear to wrong

inclined

to women

1. This is "Christian version of
Bve’s creation. - The Quranic verse
cannot bear this' meaning. The exact
translation  of the verse is: “O
people, keep your duty toyour Lord,
Who created you from a smgle being
and created its mate of the same kind
(Ar. Min nafsin wahidah wa khalaga
minha zawjaha). Elsewhere we haye :
««And Allah has made wives for you
Jfrom among yourselves i (Ar, min
Anfusikum)—16: 72, Hence the correct
rendering of ‘nafs’ on such occasions
is kind, which implies the essence.
(Adapted 'from the English translation
of the Quran by Maulana Muhammad
Ali —Ed).
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them, God 'is well acquainted with
what ye do” (" he Quran, chap. 4).

Nor were the teachings of the Pro-

phet confined to general tics, he lays
down the law by which women are.to

be treated in matters of inheritance. The
law of Musalmans regarding women
has been a model. They have been

guarded, in_ their own properly, they
cannot be deprived of a share of the

inheritance from their ‘parents, from .

their brothers, from their husbands
'But aye, they say, polygamy ! There
is the blot as regards women ; true ;
but who are they who judge ? And do
they. remember that the law was given
to a people blunged in licentiousness
of the gros<est kind, who were limited
by it to four wives ? [ read in the Old
Testament of ‘‘Polygamy’’ as the Friend
of God, and the man after God’s own
heart : the New Testament does not

forbid it savc for the blshop or dcacon,
of whom alone it is said that he must

be the husband of one wife. So also I
rcad in the old Hindu books of Poly-
gamy. It is so easy to pick boles in
another man’s faith, but what westerner
shall dare to §peak against the limited

polygamy of the East so long as there

is prosmunon in the West ? There is
no. monogamy as yetin the world save
hers .and there, among the purer living
‘men, It is not monogamy where there
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is one legal wife, and mistressas out
of sight. In thus speaking, I do not
speak to attack, but to strive that men
may give justice to each other. -One
man and one woman, that is the true
marriage,. all else is evil.. But most'men

-are not yet pure enough for that, and

in the scales of justice the polygamy

of the. East: which guards,  shelters,

feeds and clothes the wives, may weigh

heavier than 'the prostitution of the
West, which takes a woman for lust and
throws her on the streets when lust is
satisfied. Judge both as evil"bubt do not
let the Christian blame his brother for
the sin that both commit. Polygamy
is evil my Muslim brothers; ‘and
remember that your own Prophet told.
you that you should never take a second"‘
wife unless you could love her as much
as the first, and treat hgr with ‘absolutei
equality and jus_tice ; and what man can

‘love two women with equal love and

equal justice ? - If that could not be
done; then more than one wife is not
perm:tted by the Prophet, andil thmk'
he said it so that graduélly monoga’my-
might take the place of polygamy and
that this shame might be w:ped away
from his . faith. (Islam, a lecture, by
Annie Besant, pp. 27-29, published by
the Theosophical Publishing House,
Madras, India, Ed. 1972). |



20 THE LIGHT

INAUGURATION OF NEW AHMA-
DIYYA HOUSE IN LONDON
. (from page 2)
Muneeb Asim, Mr. Bilal Ahmad, Miss

Feroz Maidah and Mr. Riyaz Nabeel

Abdullah.

On the previous occasion the heavy .

investment made by the Central Anju-
man, including the princely donation
given to it for the purpose by the
late Mr. Aziz Ahmad of Trinidad (may
Allah bless him and ‘shower the
choicest  Divine

proved - disastrous.
bi,tter' experience, it
have been possible to invest again he-

favours on him),
Aund after that
would not

avily in a newcentre had our American
friends and well-wishers not opened their
hearts and their purses to us. May Allah
bless them in this world and in the
Hereafter. Ameen. Spiritual credit for
the religious service rendered by this
centre will be an' ever-recurring source
of blessings to all those who made it
possible for this centre to be established.

The Central Anjuman has missions
and branches all over the world. But
England bhas always enjoyed a special
place amongst them and in our hearts.
The reason is two-fold. Our first mission
abroad was at Woking of which you all
know. Its founder, KhWaja Kamal-ud-
Din Sahib, of blessed memory, was the
pioneer among Muslim missionaries. He
was directly inspired for this historical

September 24, 1982

task by the *‘Promised Messiah,”’ Hazrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Sahib. In the
religious crusade which was then raging
between Chris“tiani(y and- Islam, the
carrying of the Islamic flag to the then
seat of the Christian power.was a turn-
ing point. And Allah blessed that Mus-
lim mission, so that Woking came
to be known all over the world with
great admiration and affection. Un-
fortunately we have lost that ~ccntre,,
through circumstances for which we are
to blame. | ‘
Qur effort to revive the Muslim Mission
in London at 57 Longley Road met
with an .equally disastrous fate, due
again to the mistakes and misdeeds of
some of us. It is therefore with great
trepidation and fear that I turn to Allah.
in prayer in the  words which I recited
at the beginning of this sbeech : ““Guide
us not only fo the righ% path but also
on the rcight path?. the path. of those
upon whom Thy favours were bestowed,
not. the path of those upon whom wrath
was brought down, nor those who go -
astray. “Ameen. Allah knows the secrets
of the innermost recesses of our hearts.
I beseech Allah to bear witness that in.
opening this new centre our sole inter-

_tion. is to serve Him, His sublime book—

the Holy Quran, His greatest of all
prophets Mubammad (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) and' His greatest
boon to mankinod, namely, Islag.” If
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the Merciful Providence knows that
what I have stated above is the truth,
then I beg and bescech Him not to
look at us and our faults and weak-
nésses but to look to the great cause
wec wish to serve from this centre which
is hereby dedicated to His blessed Name,

I mentioned earlier one reason why,

of all our foreign missions, the one in
-London occupies a special place of im-
portance. The second and the main rea-
son for that is the vision the *‘Promised
.Messiah> saw that he was making a

“speech in London after which he caught
some beautiful white birds. And " he

himself interpreted that vision by saying
“that although he himself was not des-
tined 1o go lto London, his writings
(so ably rendered into English by his
spiritual son, Maulana Muhammad Al )

would go. there to convert some spirit-.

ually beautiful souls to Islam. The me-
taphor of the birdsis used in the Holy
Quran to refer to persons who fly high
into the spiritual hcavéns, unlike others
who cling to the earth like worms and
other crawling creatures and do not
wish to rise above that level even among
" animals.

~ That glimpse. into the future which
the Promised Messiah had would really
be a fulfilment of the clear prophecies
in the Holy Quran itself thata body
of persons from among the Christians
will be brought around to Islam through

the Holy Quran (46 : 29-31 and Chapter
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72) and they will work as the mission-
aries of Islam to their own people.
And thus will Insha Allah be brought
about the spread of Islam in the West. .
We have high hopes of the British
people that fhey have the innate good-
ness of heart and the requisite natural
aptitude to become the torch beafe_r}s'
of Islam to their own people and to
others in the West. But we have first
to convey the writings of the ‘“Promised
Messiah’ to these people. Luckily the
founder of ‘the Lahore Ahmadiyya
Movement, Maulana Muhammad Ali, has
rendered the teachings of the ‘‘Promised
Messiah’’ into the English language.
And all we have to do is to see that
this most valuable literature on Islam
is propagated from this centre where we

are assembled today. Needless to ”s,ay
that the Central Anjuman would go all
out to achieve this objective.

1 have one or two. other.thing"s‘te
say too about this centre but I do not
wish to make the present speech tedio-
us. I would like to end this speech on
two things :

Firstly, my heartfelt thanks to the
London Jama‘at for inviting me to per-
form the opening ceremony of this centre
which [ hope has a great future Insha
Allah, It is a great honour and a
pleasure. for me. But I know that in
honouring me you have also honoured‘

the Central Anjuman whose President,
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- Ameer and chief delegate for this fun-
ction I have the honour to be. Do not
forget ‘that_,the source of your spiritual
inspiration should always be the Central

Anjuman at Lahore who were dcsignatcd '

by the “‘Promised Messiah” to be heirs
of his spiritual legacy and of his mis-

sion on earth.

~Secondly, I wish to end this speech on
the prayer of the Prophet Abraham when
he was re-building the House of Allah
which is now the Holy Ka‘ba at Mecca.
‘The Holy Quran reproduces that prayer
in the following words :

““And when Abraham and Ishmael
raised the foundations of the House:
Our Lord, accept from us ; surely Thou
art the Hearing, the Knowing. Our
Lord, make us both submissive to Thee
and (raise) from our offspring a nation
submissive to Thee. And show us our
ways of devotion and turn to us (mer-
cifully), surely Thou art the Oft-return-
ing (to Thy . servants), the Merciful”’
(2 : 127-28). ' '

Further more 1 wish to repeat the
prayer which isin a way the motto of
our Jama‘at :

«Q Allah | come to the help of Thy
scrvant_s"w’hb help. the religion of
Mubammad (peace and blessings of
Alvla.h be on him) and make us among
them, and forsake those who forsake
the cause of the religion of Muhammad
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(peace and blessings ‘of Allah be on
him) and do not make us among them.
Ameen.

I have now great delight in,declarin'g
open this centre in London of the Ahma-
diyya Anjuman Isha‘at-i-Islam Lahore.
May Allah be pleased to bless it, and
bless those who come to it and work in
it, and aécept our humble effort in His
cause. Ameen. |
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INTRODUCTION OF HIJRAH
CALENDAR (from p. 6)
in Qadsiyya or in Yarmuk? The answer
is that Hijrah was chosen because it
was the first major sacrifice -offered
by the Islamic Ummah for the preserva-
tion of faith in its formative stages.

The word Hijrah has often been misre-
presented by many western scholars.
1t means neither. flight nor fleeing. The
Arabic verb Hajara means ‘‘to break
off from the reiations or abandon one’s
own tribe.”” Since the Holy Prophet
broke off from his families, from his
tribe, the Quraysh of Mecca, and finally

_emigrated from Mecca to Medina, the
entire series of events were included in

the Hijrah.

The Islamic Calendar was not fixed
right after Hijrah but started from the
17th year of Hijrah. The decision was

taken in the fourth year of the Caliphate

of Umar who felt motivated to iostit-
ute the Islamic Calendar and is reported
to have remarked : “*The Hijrah has
separated Truth from falsehood, there-
fore let it become the epoch of the era.”

Dr. S. H. Haq Nadvi, convenor of
the National Hijrah commemorations in
So:uth Africa has rightly observed:
It is, indeed, a unique occasion to
ponder ‘that the I[slamic era did not
start with the victories of Islamic wars

nor with the birth or dcattb of t‘hc"

"Hely Prophet (peace and blessings of
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Allah be upon him) nor with the

Revelation itself. It starts with the
Hijrah, or the sacrifice for the cause of
Truth and for the preservation of the
Revelation. It was a divinely inspired
selection, God wanted to teach man that
struggle between Trurh and Evil is eter-
nal. The Islamic year reminds Muslims
every year not of the pomp and glory
of Islam but of its sacrifice and -pre-
pares them to do the same. It is"un-
fortunate that the Muslim Community
has forgotten this lesson and has, con-
sequently, fallen into eclipse.

All the cvents of Islamic history,
especially those which took place during
the life of the Holy Prophet Mubammad
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) and afterwards are quoted in the
Hijrah Calendar. But our calcula-
tions in the Gregorian Calendar keep us
away from recalling those events and
happenings and the opportunity of de-
riving admonitory lessons and guiding:
instructions from them. The word
“‘Hijrah’ itself, when it occurs in speech
or writing, draws a picturc,‘in our mind
of the soul-stirring ‘event of migrétion,
of the Holy Prophet (peace and bless-
ings of Allah be upon him) from Mecca
to Medina. In fact, the political career
of the Muslims starts from Medina
where they established an Islamic state,

based on Allah’s message transmitied
through. the agency of the Last Prophet
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Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him), which was to revolutionise
the whole world. ““In a little more than
a year (after migration), says John Austin,
““Muhanmumad was actually the spiritual
‘and. temporal ruler of Medina, with his
hand on the lever that was toshake the

weorld.”

The whole battle of La ilaha illa

Allah Muhammad al-Rasul Allah is bzfore
our eyes with the mere mention of Hijrah
and it adds to our knowledge and en-
thusiasm. This remembrance of admon-

itory events reforms us on the one hand.

and refreshes our soul on the other.
We cannot establish in our mind the
realities of the exemplary life of the

Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah

be upon him) without studying chrono-
logically his life-career which was the
embodiment of all virtues. Aad this
thronological study is possible only by
adopting the Hijrah Calendar to indicate
theluﬁar months of the year which are
in line with our cherished traditions.

, Again t‘he‘ use of Hijrah calen-
dar as a ‘common denominator helps
us to know when and ~what the
Holy Prophet (pecace ard blessings of
Allab be wupon him) did in various
months of the lunar year and how he
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asked his companions (and through them

" to the entire Ummahj to act and behave

in those months, Naiurally such a prac-
tice would further enchance our know-

ledge about those  facts of religion and
the precept of the Holy Prophet Muh-
ammad (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him).

It is really unfortunate that now-
a-days we have become so oblivious of

the Hijrah dates that most of us are
not aware even of the month or year

excepting perhaps the month of Ramadan
which gets publicised all over, It is high
time to make an intensive start to give
Hijrah Calendar its rightful place in the
Muslim Society. - ‘

Bilal ibn Harith al-Muzani reported
Allah’s Messenger as saying, “‘Whoever
revives a sunnah of mine which has
been neglected after my time will have
a reward equal to the rewards of those
who act upon it, without their rewards
being diminished in any way. But who-
ever invents a misleading ianovation
with which Allah and His Messenger
are not pleased will be charged with
a sin equal to the sins of those who act
upon it without that diminishing their
loads in'any way.”’ (Tifmidhi and Ibn
Majah).
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