AN F N i e

O the HNeme of AL, the Bensfioent, the Merctful

CALY

JOURNAL OF THE AHMADIYYA ANJUMAN ISHA'AT-I-ISLAM INC., TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Jumaadal "Oolaa 1, 1424 A H.

Saturday June 19, 2004

Editor: Imaam Iqbal Hydal ( B.Sc., Dip. Ed.)

Editorial

.LR.O. TO PRAY AGAINST DISCRIMINATION ?

The upsurge of crime in
our country has led to a national
concern that is unparallel in the
history of Trinidad & Tobago.
Despite all efforts of the
Government, the Opposition,
DOMA, the Chamber of
Commerce, CMAC; the call for
demonstrations, marches and the

temporary closure of some
business places; robberies,
kidnappings and murders

continue unabated. Crime mocks
at the motto of our Police Service
- “To Protect and Serve”. There is
such despair in the nation that the
authorities have virtually thrown
their hands in the air and are
calling for Divine Intervention.

PASS THE “BUCK” TO GOD

When man fails in his
effort, he “passes the buck” to
God. He relinquishes  his
responsibility in solving his own
problem and  throws  the
responsibility in the hands of
God. This is the general concept
of God. God is to be used and
abused. We use Him conveniently
when our ego is so badly bruised,
that we recognize that we are no
longer “ the master of all that we
survey”. We abuse him, by
thinking that He was not there in

the first place, as He helps us to
solve our problems and move on

with our lives. The Qur'an
admonishes ;
“God does not change the

condition of a people until they
change their own condition”
(Quran ;13 :11)

LR.O. DISCRIMINATION

The Prime Minister has
met with the [.LR.O. and requested
prayers for the nation. The Leader
of the Opposition has supported
this call and extended it to include
prayers against discrimination.
Will God listen to the prayers of
the LR.O ? How can He, when
the LR.O itself practices
discrimination? For years, it has
discriminated against the
Ahmadiyya Anjuman. For almost
twenty years, its application to
become a member of the L.R.O.
has  religiously been rejected.
Letters of the LR.O. are
reproduced to substatiate the
charges of discrimination against
us. We have reapplied on more
than one occasion but the
discrimination  continues. The
Anjuman has used every avenue
to present its case . It has even
appeared before a Constitution
Commission, headed by a former
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Chief Justice of Trinidad &
Tobago. The Anjuman asserted
that the Constitutional rights of its
members were being infringed by
virtue that they did not enjoy the
freedom of association. Similar to
all other pleas we have made, the
Anjuman was ignored.

PoLLUTING LLR.O.'s
PRAYERS

The fact that we are not

part of the LR.O. seems to have

resulted in discrimination against
us, in our application to acquire
state lands, or to run primary or
secondary schools. We receive no
Ecclesiastical Grants from the
state nor are we officially invited
to participate at any national
service. Thus when a National
day of Prayer is called by the
LR.O,, the Ahmadiyya Anjuman
might be polluting the prayers of
the [.LR.O., should we participate.
We are still awaiting an official
response from our last letter of
application dated April 5, 2004.
Unofficially, we are told that the
[LR.O.’s position has not yet
changed.

“God does not change the
condition of a people until they
change their own condition”.



The [IO Files

G/6/b/568/87 8th October, 1987

Mr, Igbal Mydal,

Secretary,

Ahamadiyya Anjuman Isha'at-I-Islam Inc.,
213, Cacandee Road,

Felicity,

Chaguanas.

Dear Sir,

T wish to thank you for the copy of your letter to Dr. the Honourable
Brinsley Samarco, Minister in the Office of the Prime Minister, with
respect to the application of your organization to join the Inter-Religious
Organization of Trinidad and Tobago (IRO).

I mast also apologize to you for the delay in undertaking a very un-
enviable task which I had been recuested to do by the IRO Executive i.e.
to write to you conceming the said application.

It is perfectly true that your application was sent in rore than a year
ago but, for various reasons including absence from the Executive meetings
when a decision was to have been made as well as contradictory information
which had te-be clarified, it was oaly-within the last two meetings that
a final conclusion was arrived at.

As you will surely understand, it is not without scme embarrassment that
I write to you with respect to Muslim business for the membersof the IRO
have always had a tradition of great respect for one another's religious

The T acknowledges that, according to its Constitution, there is nothing
that prevents the Ahlmadiyya Anjuman Isha'at-I-Tslam Inc. from becoming a
member. However, it was clearly stated that:

i) your group is not accepted as Muslims by other Muslim organizations.
(You have yourself recognized this in your letter to Dr. Samarco).

ii) you are not granted visas to visit Mecca.

iii) other Muslim groups will not sit around the same table with you for
discussicn. (The IRO was informed that the Government has been told
this very clearly).

iv) if you were to be accepted into the IR0 and were called upon at an
Inter-Faith Service to say a prayer, the Muslims in 'E&T would not
oconsider that they had been represented at the Service.

v) if you were to be accepted into the IRO, other Muslim groups would
leave the TFO.



G610/ B /AT D $/10/87
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Holy Qurian; 5:8
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8 O you who believe, be upright
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justice ; and let not hatred of a people
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just ; that is nearer to observance of
duty. And keep your duty to Allah.
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The Inter-Religious Organisation
of Trinidad and Tobago

Arctbishon's House,
Port-of-Snain.
16th December, 173,

Secretary,

Anmediyya Anjumen Isha'at-I-Islam Iac,
Of Ttinidad and Todaso.

Freeport.

Dear Sir / liadam,

The I.#.U. having received your eprlication for memberahip
into thig Organizetion, hnve since received such, and in deliberntion found
you are not illegigble for such alfilistion with our grouning.

However, if vou wish, you may re~anoly in one year's time. It is dis~

heartening to extand these words of negetivity o you; but accept such in
good faith.

Respectfully Yours,

= —
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iahant Rohen Sibransingh.
Asst, Sec, I.H.Q.
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