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THE STRUGGLE IN THE NEAR EAST

AND TIIE

MUSLIM FEELING IN INDIA

AN APPEAL TO THE BRITISH PUBLIC,

By Zarar ALI KHAN,
Editor of The Zamindar, Lahore, India.

As a citizen of that mighty Empire which has the unique
distinction of claiming the allegiance of four hundred million
Orientals, of whom fully one quarter are Musalmans, and as a
British Indian Muslim who has the proud privilege of looking
upon the Empire not asa purely alien institution destined to
perish with the decline of British prestige, but as a political
structure in whose stability Musalmans are as much interested
as Englishmen, I feel it is time that I should describe to the
great British public the extent to which the feelings of Muslim
India are being exercised as a result of the merciless campaign
of extermination against Muslim lands that commenced with
the descent of Italy upon the Tripolitan Coast, and has
culminated in the sanguinary horrors of Balkania. My object
in these lines is to remind the people of Great Britain of their
obligations towards the seventy millions of Musalmans whose
devoted attachment to the person and throne of the British
monarch, and whose admitted claim to be regarded as an
important factor in determining the course of British Im-
perialism, should entitle them to a voice in the councils of the
Empire, The Musalmans of India feel that as a part of that
great whole which is called the British Empire they have a
right to be heard on problems affecting the destinies of their
brethren-in-faith abroad.

An Indian Muslim looks upon the British Government as a
divine dispensation, and as such it inspires him with a feeling
bordering on reverence. He also regards it as a tolerably fair
substitute for a Muslim Government, and as such he expects it
to discharge the functions which in his mind are associated
with Muslim rule. To reconcile himself to the notion of per-
petual British supremacy, which has come to be regarded by
him almost in the nature of things, all that he requires is this:
That the British Government should cultivate friendly relations
with the surviving independent Muslim states, which in his case
—such is the constitution of Muslim mind—supply the void
created by the absence of a free and unfettered Muslim
sovereignty in India.
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