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Editors imam in the UK passed away in Lahore, Pakistan
Shahid Aziz yesterday. Mr Khalid Igbal came from Berlin to the
Mustag Ali UK for a short visit and this morning at 6:30 he
flew back to Berlin.”
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Announcements and News

Friday Prayers 13:00
Dars/speech 13:45

Sunday EC Meeting 4 September 2011 14:00
AGM 4 September 2011 15:00

Web Casts: Please note that the Friday khutba and
prayers, the dars, as well as all meetings are
broadcast over the virtual mosque at the time stated
above. ‘Id khutba and programme will also be
broadcast from 11:00 onwards.

Radio broadcast: There will be a live radio
programme to celebrate ‘Id which will be broadcast
by Panjab Radio at 13:00.

Sheikh Muhammad Afzal passes away

Mr Azhar uddin Ahmad informs us: “I want to
share some sad news with my brothers and sisters.
Sheikh Muhammad Afzal, the elder brother of
Sheikh Khalid Igbal, the temporary Imam of our
mosque in Berlin, and who was the younger brother
of the late Sheikh Muhammad Tufail, our first

“The month of Ramadan is that in which the
Qur’an was revealed, a guidance to men and clear

!
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proofs of the guidance and the Criterion. So
whoever of you is present in the month, he shall
fast therein, and whoever is sick or on a journey,
(he shall fast) a (like) number of other days. Allah
desires ease for you, and He desires not hardship
for you, and (He desires) that you should complete
the number and that you should exalt the greatness
of Allah for having guided you and that you may
give thanks.” (2:185)
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Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Assalaam-o-Alaikum Wa Rakhmatullahi Wa
Barakaato Hoo.

Ramadan will soon be here with all its
blessings and opportunities to pray and seek
nearness to Allah. This nearness is attained through
prayers and fasting; recitation, understanding,
following the guidance in the Qur’an and seeking
forgiveness for our sins and asking protection of
Allah in all worldly and spiritual affairs.

While we focus on attaining the goal of our
lives, that is, seeking Allah’s nearness, we will
have ample opportunity in this Blessed month to
develop a loving bond with the Holy Qur'an whose
revelation commenced in Ramadan. The stronger
this bond becomes, closer will we find ourselves to
Allah and the Prophet Muhammad, may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him.

As Ahmadis we have the example of Hazrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian before us. He
expressed the depth of his love for the Qur’an and
the Holy Prophet, may peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him, through his writings including his
poetry.

I am personally very moved by the love of the
Qur’an which he has expressed through his poem
Jamalo husnay Qur’an nure jane hur Muslman
haye. To share his love for the Qur’an with you I
am attaching my rendering of this poem into
English verse. Please accept it as a gift of Ramadan
from me. | am grateful to Allah for having helped
me translate this poem and request you all to pray
for me as | undertake the mammoth work of
rendering all his Urdu poems into English verse.

Please pray for all the peoples of the world and
for peace on earth for all mankind. While praying
remember that Allah is the Lord of the entire World
(Rabul ‘aalamin) and Prophet Muhammad, may
peace and blessings of Allah be upon him is a
blessing to all mankind (Rahmat ul ‘aalamin) and
the Qur’an is a Guidance for all the peoples of the
world (Hudal-lin-naas). By being generous in our
prayers we ensure that Allah will listen to them and
answer them. Ameen.

Dr. Abdul Karim Saeed
Ameer and President
Worldwide Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement
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Propagation of the Holy
Quran

By Professor Noor ud Din Zahid

Translation by Suraiya Tareen Khan

I begin in the name of Allah, the Beneficent,
the Merciful. “Praise be to Allah, Who created the
heavens and the earth, and made darkness and
light. Yet those who disbelieve set up equals to
their Lord.” (6:1) | bear witness that there is no god
except Allah and I bear witness that Muhammad
was His servant and His prophet.

The mission of the Last Prophet of Allah,
Muhammad (s) is the title of this talk. My aim is to
make you aware of what is meant by the advent of
Holy Prophet (s) as a warner. In the Holy Quran
there are four places were Allah says why He has
appointed him (s).

Allah’s verses, in their real sense, should be
recited and taught to the people. These verses
should be taught as to gain knowledge and wisdom.
And, they should be recited for the purification of
heart.

In the Holy Quran Allah says: | have appointed
man to bring the human beings from darkness to
the light of peace and happiness. (chapter: Al
Hadeed)

At another place Allah says: | have chosen a
man as a prophet from among them who will recite
our verses to them and show them the best way to
live a pure life. (Al Talaag, and also Al Bagra)

The reason for the advent of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (s) and his mission was to make
people aware but it was not confined to one nation
or to one race; it was not only for the Arab nation
but also for whole humanity, inhuwa
zigrallalameen (Al Naam) means: this is an open
advice for the whole world. So, it is very important
to spread it as an advice for all, to make every
single person on this earth aware of it.

Allah declared through His messages: Wa
uohayiya ilala haazal quran and revealed to me
this Holy Quran. Liunzira kum bi hi, so that |
should (s) make you fear. This means “my people,
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my fellow men! (wa man balaga) and also make
aware those people to whom this message is
communicated. (19:8)

In these verses Allah has clearly shown that
prophethood will be ended with the prophet
Muhammad (s) and the glory of Holy Quran will
remain till the Last Day because (manbalaga) can
go beyond this limitation.

Syed Mehmood Alawi of Bagdad in Tafaser e
Quran has written that in these verses the words “it
is from the day of revelation till the day of
judgment” are for every person on this earth;
(Ruhul Maani 7) for every person, every caste,
language and so on.

Because of end of prophethood, it is how the
responsibility of every Muslim to follow the path
of our Prophet Muhammad (s) and also spread the
words of Holy Quran to every person on this earth,
weather a man, a child or a women.

Whatever you know, even if you had only one
word, share it. Make every community aware of the
teachings of Holy Quran. However much,
whenever and how much you can, spread it as it is
the responsibility of every Muslim.

In the Sahih of Bukhari Abdullah son of Umar
has narrated that the Last Prophet Muhammad (s)
says: Oh! Muslim nation make me known to others
even if you know only one. (Muskawahj 1,
Kalaalum 2, Fasil 1, Hi 1).

One of the companions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, Abdullah son of Abbas (r) has
narrated that the Holy Prophet (s) said: Who has
been taught the Holy Quran it would be as if the
Holy Quran is revealed to him and it will be as if in
these verses Allah is Himself talking to him.

In one of the traditions it is related that
whoever gets the chance of learning the Holy
Quran it is as though he has seen the Prophet
Muhammad (s). In another tradition the same
words are used to describe the person who has
learned the Holy Quran and has started following
on the sayings in his life. It is said that it is just like
he has seen the Last Prophet Muhammad (s).

The holy prophet Muhammad (s) commanded
people:
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1. Verses of Allah should be spread over all
aspects of life. He, who knows even one verse of
the Holy Quran he will certainly get the blessings
of Allah upon him.

2. Oh people! Spread the verses of Holy
Quran even if you have learnt only one. So, if a
person teaches this verse of the Holy Quran he has
been taught surely Allah will showers His blessings
on him whether the other accepts it or not. This
means such a person is not responsible for the other
accepting its teachings or not. His work is only to
share the knowledge and spread the teachings in a
very polite manner.

At the time of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad,
Mujaddid e Azam, Muslims only knew how to
fight with each other about minor issues. They just
wanted to make others feel embarrassed. They
forgot the real responsibility, that of spreading the
teachings of the Holy Quran. There was only one
heart who was firm in applying the Commands of
Allah to his life and restless to make others aware
of them. He kept busy day and night in prayer. That
was none other than Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad
of Qadian.

In one of his poems he said:

| see every person busy with his own affairs;

Few worry about learning and teaching of the
Holy Quran; (Tafseer Dar i mansur vol 3)

He also said that the beautiful light of the Holy
Quran has totally consumed his life like food is
consumed. And, he advised us that, as we know not
when death shall overtake us, we ought not put off
our true mission, which is to serve Allah by
obeying His Commands. Else, death may overtake
us before we are able to do so.

Glory of the Holy Quran
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad
compiled by Zahid Aziz
(From The Light & Islamic Review: Sep-Oct 1994)

One of the greatest achievements of Hazrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, in his capacity as Mujaddid
and Reviver of the original teachings of Islam, is

that he restored the Holy Quran to the proper place
which it should occupy in the thinking and the lives
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of the Muslims. There is no doubt that the Muslims
of his time held the Quran in high reverence,
considered it to be a source of great blessings, and
believed it to be miraculous, as Muslims have
always done. But this view of theirs was just verbal
profession, and the reverence shown towards the
Quran was merely a ritual. They could not show
what blessings the Quran possessed and how a
person could receive them, or how the miraculous
nature of the Quran could be seen today.

Position of Quran in Muslim view

Among the general Muslim public, the
purposes for which the Quran was used was to
recite it, especially on certain occasions of joy or
mourning, for its blessings without understanding
at all what it meant. No attempt was made nor any
interest shown in trying to understand its meaning.
Muslim religious leaders held that it was against
Islam to translate the original word of God from
Arabic into another language. Before Marmaduke
Pickthall translated the Quran into English in the
late 1920s, he obtained a religious ruling from the
Egyptian Ulama declaring it allowable to translate
the Quran. Lack of translation of the Quran, and
indeed lack of realizing the need for it, was one
reason why the general Muslim public considered
that the blessings of the Quran were obtained just
through recitation.

As to the religious leaders and scholars, who
were learned in Arabic and could understand the
meanings of the Quran, they looked upon the
commentaries of the Quran which had been written
centuries earlier as the final and correct expositions
of its meanings. In fact, what they studied and
learnt was not the Quran itself but its
commentaries. Now these books reflected the
thinking and the knowledge of the times when they
were written. In explaining the Quran they referred
to the sciences, astronomy, geography etc., as
known at the time of writing, and many of those
things seemed irrelevant and even ridiculous now.
Moreover, these books quite obviously did not deal
with the questions and doubts about religion which
have arisen in modern times, and could not answer
the heavy, wide-ranging criticism of Islam from
many sides which began in the modern period.

Result of neglecting the Quran

The Holy Quran was therefore a closed book to
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the Muslims, and as a result of this neglect they
were facing the worst internal and external crisis of
their whole history. Internally, their condition was
most decadent. The great moral qualities taught by
the Quran were unknown to them, or if known
there was no urge in their hearts to acquire them.
Externally, they could not meet the attacks upon
the teachings of Islam, and as a result they suffered
loss of faith and degradation.

Mujaddid raised to uphold the Quran

At this time, God raised a Mujaddid among the
Muslims, in accordance with His promise in the
Quran given in the following words: "Surely We
have revealed the Reminder [the Quran] and We
are ever its Guardian" (15:9). It is generally
thought that this verse refers to the text of the
Quran being guarded by God against any change,
loss or corruption, but it is in fact all-
comprehensive. The true meanings, purpose and
function of the Quran are also Divinely-guarded.
Some eminent Muslim thinkers and religious
leaders prior to the time of Hazrat Mirza had also
written that the coming of mujaddids is promised in
this verse of the Quran. The Quran was, on the one
hand, being utterly neglected by the Muslims, and
on the other hand, under attack by outsiders. For its
defence and progress, Allah raised Hazrat Mirza as
the Mujaddid, and he told Muslims, especially his
followers:

“Don't leave the Quran neglected because your
very life lies in it. ... Read the Quran with
understanding, and love it very greatly. Love it as
you have not loved anything else because God has
informed me that all types of good is in the Quran.
Pity be on those people who give precedence to
something else over it. The source of all your
success and salvation lies in the Quran. There is no
spiritual need of yours which is not provided in the
Quran. ... God has done you an immense favour by
giving you a book like the Quran, ... so value the
blessing given to you.” (Kishti-i Nuh)

Shows the true miracle of the Quran

His own life was a perfect example of this
teaching. He wrote book after book, to present the
religion of Islam, to answer the modern doubts and
questions about religion, to reply to objections
against Islam, and to refute false beliefs. In all
these writings you can see how he brings out
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treasures of knowledge from the Holy Quran. He
writes:

“Know that the clear miracle of the Holy
Quran which can be displayed to a person of any
nation, speaking any language, and by which we
can silence a man of any country, whether he is an
Indian, Persian, European, American, or of any
other country, is that the knowledge and the truths
contained in the Quran are unlimited, and are
disclosed in every age according to the needs of
that age. They stand like armed soldiers to combat
the philosophies of every age. If the Holy Quran
had been a limited thing in terms of the truths
contained in it, it could not possibly be a perfect
miracle. Eloquence of language by itself is not a
quality whose miraculous nature can be appreciated
by everyone, whether learned or uneducated. ...

“Whatever doubts arise in any new age, with
the new conditions in it, and whatever excellent
knowledge any new age may claim to have
discovered, the Holy Quran contains a complete
refutation and criticism of it and can compete with
it fully. No person of any religion or follower of
any philosophy can show a spiritual truth which is
not contained in the Quran. The wonders of the
Holy Quran can never come to an end, just as the
wonders of nature did not come to an end in some
previous age, but ever newer ones are constantly
appearing. The same is true of this holy scripture.”
(1zala Auham, pp. 305-311)

Muslims of course have always believed the
Quran to be a miracle, as the Quran itself issues the
challenge to those who think that it is not from
God, but is the word of a mortal, to try to produce a
book like it. But as to what makes it miraculous, it
had been generally thought that it meant just the
eloquence of its language, and that the Holy
Prophet's Arab opponents, despite having in their
midst great masters of the Arabic language, were
unable to produce a composition matching its
eloquence. Indeed, some Muslims have even held
that the miracle of the Quran was that no human
being living in the circumstances and the country
and the time of the Holy Prophet could produce a
book like the Quran, and that the challenge of the
Quran was only meant for the Arabs of the time.
But Hazrat Mirza sahib believed fervently that no
human being of any country and living in any
time and any circumstances can produce a book
like the Quran.
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The miracle of the Quran which he has
mentioned here, that it contains unlimited truths
and knowledge which can meet the needs of any
age, was actually demonstrated in practice by
Hazrat Mirza sahib. He brought forth arguments
from the Quran to reply to modern rationalism and
materialism, and to refute certain doctrines of other
religions such as Christianity and Hinduism. The
Holy Prophet Muhammad would have had no
knowledge of many of these beliefs and
philosophies, which came into existence after him
or which were not known in the land where he
lived, and yet the Quran discusses and corrects
these ideas.

Perfection of Quran

According to Hazrat Mirza, the Holy Quran is
the perfect and ever-living scripture. It presents a
Divine Being with perfect attributes. If you look at
the concept of God in other faiths, you find some
weakness or imperfection attributed to God.
According to Christian beliefs, God appeared in the
world as a helpless mortal with human needs. The
Quran tells us that God has created human beings
and their needs, so how could He ever be subject to
those needs Himself ? According to certain Hindu
beliefs, God and matter exist side by side eternally.
God did not and cannot create anything from
nothing, but can only change matter from one form
to another. Arguing against these beliefs, Hazrat
Mirza asserted strongly that God can and does
create out of nothing. The known science of that
time supported the position that matter could not be
created or destroyed. But the first blow to this view
came at that very time, in the 1890s, when it was
discovered in modern physics that matter was
interchangeable with energy, and in that sense it
could be created from energy or destroyed to
release energy. It is also believed now that creation
may still be going on. Therefore the imperfection
attributed to God, that He cannot create, has to
some extent been shown to be wrong by science
itself. Hazrat Mirza writes:

“The fact is that except the Quran there is no
book at present on the face of the earth, believed to
be revealed, which considers God to possess all the
perfect attributes and to be free from every
shortcoming and defect.” (Chashma Ma'rifa, pp.
107-108)
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Quran itself gives all its claims and
arguments

Another unique characteristic of the Quran
much stressed by Hazrat Mirza is that it puts
forward all its own claims and supports them by
arguments provided by itself. It does not leave it up
to its followers to make claims on its behalf nor
does it just make claims and rely on its followers to
provide arguments and proofs for them. This has
been put forward as a criterion of a scripture which
claims to be revealed by God. This principle may
sound very obvious, but it is when it is applied to
the scriptures of the world that one discovers that
the beliefs and claims of various religions have not
been put forward by their scriptures, and where
they have been they are not supported by any
arguments provided in those scriptures.

Again, being a man of practical demonstration,
Hazrat Mirza provided evidence of this. In his very
first book, Barahin Ahmadiyya, which he wrote on
the truth of Islam, he says: "all the arguments and
evidence we have adduced ... has been gathered
from the Holy Quran; we have reiterated the same
claim which the Holy Book has itself made, and
reproduced the same arguments and proofs which it
has advanced in proof of that claim; we have
neither offered any argument from our own mind
nor made any claim not contained in the holy
book." And he asked advocates of other faiths to
abide by the same principle, again | quote him:
"they should adduce and advance only that claim
and the arguments attending upon it which exist
actually in their sacred books." Surely this would
enable a fair comparison to be made of the revealed
scriptures.

In a famous lecture which he wrote for a multi-
religious conference, which has been widely
published in book form as The Teachings of Islam,
he states at the very outset that he would himself
abide by the rule, and expect other speakers to do
so as well, that all their claims and arguments must
be presented from their acknowledged scriptures,
so that each speaker advocates what his revealed
book teaches. What is more, this very rule that each
spokesman must argue on the basis of his scripture,
is itself put forward by the Quran. It says: "Then
bring your book if you are truthful" (37:157).

Opening door of further knowledge
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These two principles, firstly that the
knowledge of the Quran is limitless and is
disclosed in every age in accordance with the needs
of that age, and secondly that all claims and
arguments should be presented from the Quran,
opens for us the way to study the Quran and bring
forth from it ever newer knowledge. So Hazrat
Mirza has not only given us the correct
interpretation of the Quran in many matters, but has
also shown us the way of constantly increasing our
knowledge. If he had only done the first thing, that
is, give the correct meanings of certain parts of the
Quran, then after we had understood and accepted
those meanings our progress would have come to
an end. But by teaching these two principles he has
encouraged us to look for more treasures in the
Quran ourselves.

Quran came for the whole world

Another characteristic of the Holy Quran
emphasised by Hazrat Mirza is that it came for the
whole world. He writes:

"God sent for all the countries one book, and
commanded therein that as this book reaches
various countries in different ages it shall be
obligatory on those people to accept it and believe
in it. It is the Holy Quran which is the book that has
come to join together all the countries. Each of the
books before the Quran were limited to one nation,
... and had nothing to do with any other nation. But
the Holy Quran which came after them all is an
international book, and is not for a particular
people but for all the nations. The Quran came for a
group of beings who were going to become a single
nation eventually. So in the present age those
resources have come into existence which are
making the various nations into one. Meeting one
another, which is the real basis of becoming one
nation, has become so easy that journeys which
were many Yyears in length now take only days.
Such means of communication have come into
existence that news from a distant country which
could not take less than a year to arrive, now
reaches in an instant. ... This clearly shows that
God Almighty now intends to make into one nation
all the nations spread over the earth." (Chashma-i
Ma'rifa, pp. 67-68)

So humankind will become one nation through
the Holy Quran. And if we look at a few of its
teachings we find that it is unique among world
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scriptures in addressing all human beings on earth
and treating them as equal.

1. The Quran opens with the words: Praise
be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. The worlds
means all the worlds, and in the context of human
beings it means all the nations on earth.

2. The very first command in the Quran is
addressed to all human beings: "O human beings,
serve your Lord Who created you and those before
you, so that you may guard against evil, Who made
the earth a floor for you and the heaven a canopy"
(2:21-22). The Quran is here calling all human
beings to serve the Lord, and it tells them that they
are, as it were, all living in one house with the same
ground under their feet and the same sky above
them. They can only stop fighting and bickering
with each other when they realize that they have
one and the same Lord Who provides for them
equally.

3. The Quran also teaches that the diversity
of colours, races and languages among human
beings is not something which makes one group
superior to others, but is something beneficial and a
sign of God's wisdom: "Of His signs is the
creation of the heavens and the earth and the
diversity of your languages and colours. Surely
there are signs in this for those who possess
knowledge." (30:22)

Diversity of tongues and colours of
humanity

Only those who study and acquire knowledge
can see that this diversity of languages and colours
has deep wisdom and purpose behind it. Each
language has its own special characteristics,
expressions and sounds which developed to meet
the needs of those who speak that language. We
gain much more knowledge due to the diversity of
languages -- and there are thousands of languages
on earth -- than we would have gained if there was
only one language in the world. Another sign in
this diversity is that languages also have much in
common. Some linguists say that the basic
structure of language is built into the human brain,
and that man has developed and evolved languages
in accordance with the structure which was already
present in his mind.

Then there is the diversity of colours. Those
who study the relevant fields of science know that
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skin colour serves very useful purposes in nature,
and there are important reasons why different races
are of different colours. It is a sign of deep Divine
wisdom in the way that nature works. According to
this verse, the learned people find signs of God in
the diversity of languages and colours of mankind.
But those who are ignorant think that a particular
language or colour of skin bestows superiority or
inferiority on a person or nation.

The Quran therefore seeks to unite all sections
of mankind by telling them that these natural
differences must not be made a cause for conflict
but rather studied to gain knowledge about how
this diversity is beneficial and indeed essential for
human beings.

Quran to be given precedence over
everything

Finally, much of the great reform work done
by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is based on the
principle he taught and revived, that in order to
understand Islam correctly the Quran should be
given precedence over all other sources such as
Hadith reports or books of Islamic law and
theology. Many misconceptions among Muslims,
such as those regarding the meaning of jihad,
extent of freedom of religion given by Islam, some
aspects of the life of the Holy Prophet, arose
because the clear text of the Quran, the word of
God, was either just ignored or made subject to
reports and stories contained in other Islamic
sources which are the words of mortals. Jesus also
found the Jewish religious leaders doing the same,
following their man-made interpretations and
traditions in preference to the revelation of God. He
said to their scholars of religion:

“For the sake of your tradition, you have made
void the word of God.” (Matthew 15:6)

Similarly, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad as the
Messiah who appeared among the Muslims told
them:

“Those who honour the Quran shall receive
honour in heaven. Those who give precedence to
the Quran over every hadith report and every other
saying, they shall be given precedence in heaven.
There is now no book for the guidance of mankind
on earth except the Quran.” (Kishti-i Nuh.)




8 The Light

Devotional Ode in Praise of
the Holy Quran

By
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian

Rendered into English Verse by
Dr. Abdul Karim Saeed

Amir of the world-wide Lahore Ahmadiyya
Movement

The immense beauty of the Quran is for every
Muslim’s life a light,

Others look to the moon, while the Quran makes
our souls bright.

Nothing pleases our eyes, however deeply we
reflect and compare,

And why should it not be, for nothing can with
the Holy Rahman’s words compare.

Every passage of it is fresh as an everlasting
spring, forever to abound,

Such beauty is neither in the garden beds nor in
flower gardens found.

There can be no match to the value of the pure
words of the Yazdan,

Whether they be the pearls of Oman or the
rubies of Badakhshan.

How can the words of God with those of
human words compare,
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One the Immensely Powerful, the other abject;
the difference is clear.

In Whose presence the angels ignorance plead,
How can words of humans His words exceed.
A human who cannot a leg of an insect make,

How can he the creation of Light of Truth
undertake?

O people, to His Eminence give the respect
with grace,

Hold your tongues in respect if you have of
faith any trace,

To associate others with God is a shameful
deed,

As you lie and slander of God’s wrath do heed.

If by confessing ‘there is no God but He’ you
abide,

Then how within your hearts you so many
idols hide.

How in the veils of ignorance your hearts are
concealed,

Refrain from your error if you have any fear of
Yazdan, to Him yield.

I have no grudge against you, my brothers, |
only humbly advise,

For those pure of heart; respectfully with heart
and soul I rise.
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